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s Sri Lanka approaches another significant election,
Athe role of technology in the democratic process
has never been more apparent or critical. The island
nation, which has a history of vibrant political engagement,
is witnessing a profound transformation in how elections

are conducted, monitored, and participated in, thanks to the
rapid advancement of digital technologies.

The Rise of Digital Platforms

In recent years, digital platforms have emerged as a powerful
tool for political campaigns. Social media networks such
as Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp have become the
primary battlegrounds where political discourse takes place.
Candidates and political parties are increasingly using these
platforms to reach voters directly, bypassing traditional media
channels.
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These platforms allow for a more personalized and targeted
approach to campaigning. Political messages can be tailored
to specific demographics, ensuring that different segments of
the population receive information that is most relevant to
them. This has been particularly effective in engaging younger
voters, who are more likely to consume news and information
online.

Voter Engagement and Education

One of the most significant impacts of technology on Sri
Lanka’s elections is the increased engagement and education
of voters. In the past, access to political information was
often limited by geography and media reach. Today, with
widespread internet access, voters from all corners of the
country can educate themselves on candidates, policies, and
political issues.
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DIGITAL DEMOCRAGY: HOW TEGHNOLOGY
IS SHAPING SRI LANKA'S ELECTIONS

Online platforms have enabled the proliferation of
independent news outlets and citizen journalism, offering
diverse perspectives that were previously unavailable. This
democratizationof information helps to create a more
informed electorate, capable of making decisions based on
abroader range of sources.

Moreover, voter education campaigns have found new life
online. NGOs and civil society organizations are leveraging
digital tools to inform the public about voting procedures,
the importance of participation, and the implications of their
choices. These efforts are crucial in ensuring that every citizen
has the opportunity to engage in the democratic process fully.

Election Monitoring and Transparency

Technology has also played a crucial role in enhancing
the transparency and integrity of the electoral process. In
previous elections, allegations of fraud and malpractice have
often marred the democratic process. However, digital tools
are now being used to monitor elections in real-time, reducing
the likelihood of irregularities.

Election monitoring organizations and watchdogs are
employing digital platforms to report incidents, track voting
patterns, and ensure that the electoral process adheres to legal
standards. Mobile apps and online platforms allow citizens
to report any suspicious activities or violations, which can be
addressed swiftly by authorities.

Furthermore, electronic voting systems and biometric
identification have been introduced in some regions to ensure
that each vote is counted accurately and that the process is free
from tampering. While these technologies are still in the early
stages of adoption in Sri Lanka, their potential to increase
trust in the electoral process is significant.

Challenges and Risks

Despite the many advantages that digital technology brings to
the electoral process, it also presents several challenges and
risks. The spread of misinformation and fake news is one of the
most pressing concerns. During election periods, social media
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platforms can become breeding grounds for false information,
which can mislead voters and distort the democratic process.
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To combat this, both the government and private sector
companies have taken steps to monitor and curb the spread
of fake news. However, the responsibility also falls on citizens
to critically evaluate the information they consume and share.
Another challenge is the digital divide that still exists in Sri
Lanka. While internet penetration has increased significantly,
there are still rural and marginalized communities with limited
access to digital resources. Ensuring that these populations
are not disenfranchised by the digitalization of the electoral
process is a critical concern.

The Future of Digital Democracy in Sri Lanka As Sri Lanka
continues to embrace digital democracy, it is essential to
recognize that technology is not a panacea for all electoral
issues. However, when used effectively, it can significantly
enhance the democratic process by increasing voter
engagement, improving transparency, and ensuring that
elections are conducted fairly and efficiently.

The upcoming election will be a test of how well Sri Lanka can
balance the benefits and challenges of digital technology in its
democratic process. As the nation moves forward, it will be
crucial to continue refining these tools and strategies to ensure
that every citizen has a voice in shaping the country’s future.

In conclusion, technology is undeniably reshaping the
landscape of Sri Lankan politics. As the nation stands on the
cusp of a new era, it is clear that digital democracy will play
a pivotal role in determining the direction of the country’s
governance. The challenge now is to harness this potential
responsibly, ensuring that technology serves the people and
strengthens the foundations of democracy.
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SHEIKH HASINA
SPEAKS UP ON

US PLOT

The exclusive report in today’s Economic Times carrying

Sheikh Hasina’s first remarks after her ouster from power

will come as a slap on the face of the nincompoops in
our country who are waxing eloquently about developments in
that country as a stand-alone democracy moment in regional
politics.

Hasina told ET, “I resigned, so that I did not have to see the
procession of dead bodies. They wanted to come to power over
the dead bodies of students, but I did not allow it, I resigned
from premiership. I could have remained in power if I had
surrendered the sovereignty of Saint Martin Island and allowed
America to hold sway over the Bay of Bengal. I beseech to the
people of my land, ‘Please do not allow to be manipulated by

>

radicals.

The ET report citing Awami League sources implied that the
hatchet man of the colour revolution in Bangladesh is none
other than Donald Lu, the incumbent Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central Asian affairs who visited Dhaka in
May.

This is credible enough. A background check on Lu’s string
of postings gives away the story. This Chinese -American
‘diplomat’ served as political officer in Peshawar (1992 to 1994);
special assistant to Ambassador Frank Wisner (whose family
lineage as operatives of the Deep State is far too well-known to
be explained) in Delhi (1996-1997); subsequently, as the Deputy
Chief of Mission in Delhi from 1997-2000 (during which his
portfolio included Kashmir and India-Pakistan relations),
inheriting the job, curiously enough, from Robin Raphel,
whose reputation as India’s béte noire is still living memory —
CIA analyst, lobbyist, and ‘expert’ on Pakistan affairs.

Indeed, Lu visited Bangladesh in mid-May and met with senior
government officials and civil society leaders. And shortly after
his visit, the US announced sanctions against then Bangladesh
army chief General Aziz Ahmed for what Washington termed
his involvement in “significant corruption.”

After his Dhaka visit, Lu told Voice of America openly,
“Promoting democracy and human rights in Bangladesh
remains a priority for us. We will continue to support the
important work of civil society and journalists and to advocate
for democratic processes and institutions in Bangladesh, as we
do in countries around the world...

“We [US] were outspoken in our condemnation of the violence
that marred the election cycle [in January] and we have urged
the government of Bangladesh to credibly investigate incidents
of violence and hold perpetrators accountable. We will continue
to engage on these issues...”

Lu played a similar proactive role during his past assignment in
Kyrgyzstan (2003-2006) which culminated a colour revolution.
Lu specialised in fuelling and masterminding colour
revolutions, which led to regime changes in Albania, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan (ouster of Imran Khan).

Sheikh Hasina’s disclosure could not have come as surprise
to the Indian intelligence. In the run-up to the elections in
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Bangladesh in January, Russian Foreign Ministry had openly
alleged that the US diplomacy was changing tack and planning
a series of events to destabilise the situation in Bangladesh in
the post-election scenario.

The Foreign Ministry spokesperson said in a statement in
Moscow, “On December 12-13, in a number of areas of
Bangladesh, opponents of the current government blocked
road traffic, burned buses, and clashed with the police. We see
a direct connection between these events and the inflammatory
activity of Western diplomatic missions in Dhaka. In particular,
US Ambassador P Haas, which we already discussed at the
briefing on November 22.

“There are serious reasons to fear that in the coming weeks an
even wider arsenal of pressure, including sanctions, may be used
against the government of Bangladesh, which is undesirable to
the West. Key industries may come under attack, as well as a
number of officials who will be accused without evidence of
obstructing the democratic will of citizens in the upcoming
parliamentary elections on January 7, 2024.

“Unfortunately, there is little chance that Washington will come
to its senses and refrain from yet another gross interference
in the internal affairs of a sovereign state. We are confident,
however, that despite all the machinations of external forces,
the issue of power in Bangladesh will ultimately be decided by
the friendly people of this country, and no one else”

Moscow and Beijing have nonetheless taken a scrupulously
correct stance of non-interference. True to Russian pragmatism,
Moscow’s Ambassador to Bangladesh Alexander Mantytsky
noted that his country “will cooperate with any leader and
government elected by the people of Bangladesh who is ready
for equal and mutually respectful dialogue with Russia.”

That said, both Russia and China must be worried about the US
intentions. Also, they cannot but be sceptical about the shape
of things to come, given the abysmal record of the US’ client
regimes catapulted to power through colour revolutions.

Unlike Russia, which has economic interests in Bangladesh and
is a stakeholder in the creation of a multipolar world order, the
security interests of China and India are going to be directly
affected if the new regime in Dhaka fails to deliver and the
country descends into economic crisis and lawlessness as a
failed state.

It is a moot point, therefore, whether this regime change in
Dhaka masterminded by Washington is ‘India-centric’ or not.
The heart of the matter is that today, India is flanked on the
west and the east by two unfriendly regimes that are under US
influence. And this is happening at a juncture when signs are
plentiful that the government’s independent foreign policies

and stubborn adherence to strategic autonomy has upset the
US’ Indo-Pacific strategy.

The paradox is, the colour revolution in Bangladesh was set in
motion within a week of the ministerial level Quad meeting in
Tokyo, which was, by the way, a hastily-arranged US initiative
too. Possibly, the Indian establishment was lulled into a sense
of complacency?

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy reached out to External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with a phone call on August 8
coinciding with the appointment of the interim government
in Dhaka, which the UK has welcomed while also urging for
“a peaceful pathway to an inclusive democratic future” for
Bangladesh — much as the people of that country deserve
“accountability” [Emphasis added.]

India is keeping mum. The only way Bangladesh can figure
a way out of the foxhole is through an inclusive democratic
process going forward. But the appointment, ostensibly at the
students’ recommendation, of a US-educated lawyer as the
new chief justice of the Supreme Court in Dhaka is yet another
ominous sign of Washington tightening its grip.

Against this geopolitical backdrop, a commentary in the
Chinese daily Global Times on Thursday titled China-India
relations easing, navigating new realities gives some food for
thought.

It spoke of the imperative for India and China “to create a new
kind of relationship that reflects their status as major powers...
Both countries should welcome and support each other’s
presence in their respective neighbouring regions” Or else,
the commentary underscored, “the surrounding diplomatic
environment for both countries will be difficult to improve”

The regime change in Bangladesh bears testimony to this new
reality. The bottom line is that while on the one hand, Indians
bought into the US narrative that they are a ‘counterweight
to China, in reality, the US has begun exploiting India-China
tensions to keep them apart with a view to advance its own
geopolitical agenda of regional hegemony.

Delhi should take a strategic overview of where its interests
would lie in this paradigm shift, as the usual way of thinking
about or doing something in our neighbourhood is brusquely
replaced by a new and different experience that Washington has
unilaterally imposed. What we may have failed to comprehend
is that the seeds of the new paradigm were already present
within the existing one.

by M. K. Bhadrakumar
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leader Thaksin Shinawatra, became Thailand’s prime

minister after receiving a royal letter of endorsement
Sunday, two days after she was chosen by Parliament following
a court order that removed her predecessor.

P aetongtarn Shinawatra, daughter of the divisive former

She replaces another leader from the same Pheu Thai Party, =

at the head of a coalition that includes military parties
associated with the coup that deposed the party’s last
government.

Paetongtarn is the third Shinawatra to hold the job, after
her billionaire father and her aunt Yingluck Shinawatra.
Both were removed from office and forced into exile in
coups, although Thaksin returned to Thailand last year
as Pheu Thai formed a government.

She received the letter of appointment in a
ceremony at the party’s headquarters in
Bangkok, attended by senior members of
parties in the governing coalition and
her father, who has no formal role
but is widely seen de facto leader of
Pheu Thai.

The father and daughter held
hands as they walked in with
beaming smiles. Both wore white
civil servants uniforms, which
are used for royal and state
ceremonies.

-~

Paetongtarn thanked the king, the
Thai people and lawmakers, saying
she will perform her duties “with
an open mind,” and will “make every
square inch of Thailand a space that allows
Thai people to dare to dream, dare to create and
dare to dictate their own future”

after

Paetongtarn became Prime Minister days the
Constitutional Court removed Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin, after less than a year in office. The court found him
guilty of a serious ethical breach for appointing a Cabinet
minister who had been jailed for contempt of court after an
alleged attempt to bribe a judge.

PAETONGTARN
SHINAWATRA BEGOMES
THAI PRIME MINISTER
AFTER ROYAL SIGNOFF.

%
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Paetongtarn is also Thailand’s second female prime
minister after her aunt, and the country’s youngest leader at
37.

Speaking to reporters after the ceremony, Paetongtarn said
she is determined to push forward key policies such as
economic stimulus, improvement for universal healthcare and
promoting cultural “soft power” on the global stage.

She did not initially mention Srettha’s signature proposal
for a digital cash handout of 10,000 baht (about $275) to 50
million citizens to spend at local businesses in order to boost
the economy.

The project has been criticized as an ineffective way to
contribute to sustainable economic growth, and has faced
several hurdles that include its sources of funding.

When pressed by reporters, Paetongtarn said she still has an
intention to push forward a major economic stimulus for
Thailand, but she will need to “continue to listen to opinions.”

. She also said she will ask for her father for advice when she
~ needs, but insisted that she would make her own decisions.

“I am my own person. I have my own things and my own
goals that I have to achieve in the future, but of course all the
comments from him (have) value to me,” she said.

Pheu Thai is the latest in a string of populist parties affiliated
with Thaksin, who was ousted in a 2006 military coup, which
triggered nearly two decades of deep political divisions
that pitted a mostly poor, rural majority in the north that
supported Thaksin against royalists, the military and their
urban backers.

Parties linked to Thaksin won the most seats in every national
election from 2001 until 2023, when it lost to the more
progressive Move Forward Party.

Pheu Thai was able to form a government after Move Forward
was blocked by the military-appointed Senate, partnering
with former rivals in what was widely interpreted as a political
bargain with the conservative establishment to stop Move
Forward from forming a government.

The same day, Thaksin returned from exile and briefly
reported to prison to for an eight-year sentence on charges
related to corruption and abuse of power. He was moved
almost immediately from prison to the hospital on grounds
of ill health, and about a week after that the king reduced his
sentence to a single year. He was released on parole in February
after spending six months serving time in the hospital.

BANGKOK (AP)
BY JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI




The2024World Al Conferenceand
High-Level Meeting on Global Al

Governance on Thursday issued
Shanghai Declaration on Global
Al Governance.

Shanghai Declaration on Global Al Governance
We are fully aware of the far-reaching impact of artificial
intelligence (AI) on the world and its great potential, and
acknowledge that AI is leading a scientific and technological
revolution and profoundly affecting the way people work and
live. With the rapid development of AI technologies, we are also
facing unprecedented challenges, especially in terms of safety
and ethics.

We underline the need to promote the development and
application of AI technologies while ensuring safety, reliability,
controllability and fairness in the process, and encourage
leveraging AI technologies to empower the development of
human society. We believe that only through global cooperation
and a collective effort can we realize the full potential of AI for
the greater well-being of humanity.

Promoting Al development
We agree to actively promote research and development to
unleash the potential of AI in various fields such as healthcare,
education, transportation, agriculture, industry, culture and
ecology. We will encourage innovative thinking, support
interdisciplinary research collaboration, and jointly
promote breakthroughs of AI technologies and Al
for good. We will closely watch and mitigate the
impact of AI on employment, and guide and
promote the improvement of the quality and ‘g
efficiency of Al-enabled human work. :

We advocate the spirit of openness and
shared benefit, and will promote exchanges
and cooperation on global AI research
resources. We will establish cooperation
platforms to facilitate technology transfer
and commercialization, promote fair
distribution of AI infrastructure,
avoid technical barriers, and jointly
strengthen global AI development.

We agree to safeguard high-quality
data development with high-level data
security, promote the free and orderly flow
of data in accordance with the law, oppose
discriminatory and exclusive data training, *
and collaborate in the development of high-
quality datasets, so as to better nourish Al
development.
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We will establish cooperation mechanisms to
vigorously promote Al empowerment across
industries, starting with accelerating smart
. application in such fields as manufacturing,
logistics and mining, and simultaneously
promoting the sharing of relevant
technologies and standards.

We are committed to cultivating more Al
professionals, strengthening education, training
and personnel exchanges and cooperation, and
improving Al literacy and skills around the world.

We call upon all countries to uphold a people-centred
approach and adhere to the principle of Al for good,
and ensure equal rights, equal opportunities and equal rules for
all countries in developing and using Al technologies without
any form of discrimination.

We respect the right of all countries to independent development,
encourage all countries to formulate Al strategies, policies and
laws and regulations based on their own national conditions, and
call for abiding by the laws and regulations of countries receiving
the goods and services, observing applicable international law,
and respecting their economic and social systems, religious
and cultural traditions and values in carrying out international
cooperation on Al technologies, products and applications.

Maintaining Al safety

We attach great importance to Al safety, especially to data security
and privacy protection. We agree to promote the formulation of
data protection rules, strengthen the interoperability of data and
information protection policies of different countries, and ensure
the protection and lawful use of personal information.

We recognize the need to strengthen regulation, and develop
reliable AI technologies that can be reviewed, monitored and
traced. Bearing in mind the evolving nature of Al, we will use AI
technologies to prevent Al risks and enhance the technological
capacity for AI governance, on the basis of human decision-
making and supervision. We encourage countries, in light of their
national conditions, to formulate laws and norms, and establish
a testing and assessment system based on Al risk levels and a sci-
tech ethical review system.

SHANGHAI DEGLARATION ON
GLOBAL Al GOVERNANGE
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On this basis, we encourage the formulation of more
timely and agile self-discipline norms for the industry.
We resolve to strengthen Al-related cybersecurity,
enhance the security and reliability of systems and applications,
and prevent hacking and malware applications. We decide to
jointly combat the use of Al to manipulate public opinion,
and fabricate and disseminate disinformation on the premise
of respecting and applying international and domestic legal
frameworks.

-
[&

We will work together to prevent terrorists, extremist forces,
and transnational organized criminal groups from using Al
technologies for illegal activities, and jointly combat the theft,
tampering, leaking and illegal collection and use of personal
information.

We agree to promote the formulation and adoption of ethical
guidelines and norms for AI with broad international consensus,
guide the healthy development of AI technologies, and prevent
their misuse, abuse or malicious use.

Developing the Al governance system

We advocate establishing an AI governance mechanism of a
global scope, support the role of the United Nations as the main
channel, welcome the strengthening of North-South and South-
South cooperation, and call for increasing the representation
and voice of developing countries. We encourage various actors
including international organizations, enterprises, research
institutes, social organizations, and individuals to actively play
their due roles in the development and implementation of the AI
governance system.

We agree to strengthen cooperation with international
organizations and professional institutes to share policies and
practices of Al testing, assessment, certification and regulation to
ensure the safety, controllability and reliability of AI technologies.

We agree to strengthen the regulatory and accountability
mechanisms for Al to ensure compliance and accountability in
the use of Al technologies.

Strengthening public participation and improving literacy

We agree to establish mechanisms for diverse participation,
including public consultation, social surveys, etc., to include the
public in decision-making on AL

We will increase the public’s knowledge and understanding of
AT and raise public awareness about AI safety. We will carry
out communication activities to popularize Al knowledge and
enhance digital literacy and safety awareness among the public.

Improving quality of life and increasing social
well-being

We will actively promote the application of Al in the field of
sustainable development, including industrial innovation,
environmental  protection, resource utilization, energy
management, and biodiversity promotion. We encourage
innovative thinking in exploring the potential of AI technologies
in contributing to the resolution of global issues.

We are committed to using AI to improve social well-being,
especially in such fields as healthcare, education, and elderly care.

We are fully aware that the implementation of this declaration
requires our joint efforts. We look forward to positive
responses from governments, sci-tech communities, industrial
communities and other stakeholders around the world. Together,
let us promote the healthy development of Al ensure Al safety,
and empower the common future of mankind with AT

Sri Lanka Guardian.
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Colaz

¢
( Advanced Aesthetics Clinic

TREATMENT

HAIR REMOVAL | SKIN REJUVENATION | INCH LOSS
SKIN IMPERFECTIONS | NON SURGICAL | HAIR LOSS | HEALTH

ColLaz Advanced Aesthetics Clinic
VAISYAWiN[=YCeale|ge WA\V/=1a[0]=}
Harrow, HA2 9TL,

www.colaz.co.uk

Call Now: 020 8866 6435

DERBY LONDON PADDINGTON  SLOUGH HARROW
Ol332 340619 020 7402 2772 01753522071  0p08 S66 6435

READING SOUTHALL HOUNSLOW WEMBLEY
0748 883 5547/ 020 8571 0300 0748 889 4062 07830 318860
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BRITISH CROCGODILE EXPERT JAILED FOR
SEXUALLY ABUSING DOZENS OF DOGS.

renowned British zoologist has been sentenced to
A 10 years and five months in prison in Australia after

admitting to a series of shocking crimes involving
the sexual abuse and torture of dozens of dogs.
Adam Britton, 53, a prominent crocodile expert who
has worked on productions for the BBC and National
Geographic, pleaded guilty to 56 charges related to bestiality
and animal cruelty. He also admitted to four counts of |'§
accessing child abuse material.
The Northern Territory Supreme Court heard that Britton
filmed himself torturing the animals, most of which died
as a result, and shared the videos online using pseudonyms.
His crimes went undetected for years until investigators |-
uncovered a clue in one of his videos.
Britton was arrested in April 2022 following a search of his |-
rural property near Darwin, which also led to the discovery [
of child abuse material on his laptop.
The details of Britton's offences were deemed so graphic that |-
Chief Justice Michael Grant warned the courtroom they |
could cause "nervous shock".
| As the facts were read aloud, some members of the public
left the courtroom, while others wept and directed insults at
the defendant.
In his ruling, Justice Grant condemned Britton's actions as
"devious" and noted that the "unalloyed pleasure" he took in
| torturing the animals was "sickeningly evident".
Britton could be eligible for parole in September 2028, taking
into account time already served. He has been banned from
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ugust 8 (ANI): The British
AHigh Commissioner to India,

Lindy Cameron, congratulated
India and the United Kingdom on the
ongoing multilateral exercise Tarang
Shakti and said the defence and security
cooperation between the two countries
extends beyond sea, land and air.
The Royal Air Force (RAF) of the United
Kingdom joined the Indian Air Force
(IAF) and counterparts from Germany,
Spain, and France in the first phase of
the IAF’s maiden multilateral exercise,
Tarang Shakti, on Tuesday.
The RAF contingent, comprising 130
personnel, six Eurofighter Typhoons,
two A330 Voyager air-to-air refuellers
and an A-400M military transport
aircraft, arrived at Sulur Air Force
Station in Tamil Nadu.
The exercise provides an excellent
opportunity for the RAF to work closely
with the IAF alongside other nations

in a more challenging multilateral
environment, significantly enhancing
interoperability and sharing best
practice, the British High Commission
said in a press release.

Lindy ~ Cameron, British  High
Commissioner to India, said: ©I
congratulate the Indian Air Force
on organising its first multilateral
air exercise, Tarang Shakti, and am
delighted that the Royal Air Force is one
of the key participants.”

“Our cooperation in security and
defence extends across the seas, land,
and air. It is crucial that our armed forces
work together to preserve stability and
enhance prosperity in the Indo-Pacific,”
she added.

Group Captain Neil Jones, Air Adviser,
British High Commission, also lauded
the exercise and said it adds a significant
milestone in the ongoing relationship
between the air forces of our two

owning mammals
for life.

The defence argued
that Britton's crimes
were driven by a rare
disorder  causing
intense, atypical
sexual interests. In
court, a letter from
Britton was read
out, in which he

apologised for his "demeaning crimes".
"I deeply regret the pain and trauma that I caused to innocent
animals and consequently to my family, friends and members

countries.
“Exercise Tarang Shakti adds to a
significant milestone in the ongoing
relationship between the air forces of our
two countries. Training in a multilateral
environment provides a unique exposure
to new challenges as well as integration
of our tactics and skills across
all specialisations,” Jones said. |
“For the Royal Air Force, it
also demonstrates our ability &
to deploy and sustain air
operations over great distances
and maintain an effective
presence in the Indo-Pacific,
whilst working with partner
nations; it is a pleasure for us
to be here,” he added.

New Delhi [India]

SMIN N9I3404

of the community," the letter said.

Britton also emphasised that his family was not aware of
or involved in his actions, adding, "I will seek long term
treatment and... I will find a path towards redemption."
Britton, originally from West Yorkshire, spent his formative
years in the UK before relocating to Australia over two
decades ago to pursue his work with crocodiles.

A highly qualified zoologist with a PhD, Britton had
established himself as a globally recognised expert in his field.
His reputation was such that he even hosted the esteemed
naturalist Sir David Attenborough at his property during
the filming of part of the acclaimed Life in Cold Blood
documentary series.

Yahoo News

INDIA-UK DEFENGE, SEGURITY
COOPERATION EXTENDS AGROSS
SEA, LAND, AIR: UK ENVOY
LINDY GAMERON

| WANT TO APOLOGISE TO KHELIF - ITALIAN BOXER CARINI

boxer  Angela controversial, leading the International Olympic Committee fix her headgear. After briefly resuming, she returned to her

(IOC) to defend her right to compete.

corner once more and stopped the fight.

talian
ICarini, who abandoned

her Olympic bout against
Algeria's Imane Khelif inside
46 seconds, says she "wants to
apologise" to her opponent for
how she handled the moments
after the fight.
Khelif is one of two athletes
who have been cleared to
compete in the women's
boxing in Paris, despite
having been disqualified from
last year's Women's World
Championships for failing to

meet eligibility criteria.
The 25-year-old's participation in the Games has proved

"All this controversy makes me sad," Carini told Italian
newspaper Gazzetta dello Sport.

‘I'm sorry for my opponent, too. If the IOC said she can
fight, I respect that decision."

Carini, also 25, said abandoning the fight had been a
mature step to take, but she expressed regret at not
shaking hands with Khelif afterwards.

"It wasn't something I intended to do," Carini said.
"Actually, I want to apologise to her and everyone
else. I was angry because my Olympics had gone up
in smoke."

She added that if she met Khelif again, she would
"embrace her".

After taking a punch to the face inside 30 seconds during
Thursday's fight, Carini went to the corner for her coach to

Carini later told BBC Sport: "It could have been the match of
a lifetime, but I had to preserve my life as well in that
moment."The Russia-led International Boxing
Association (IBA), which carried out the
tests last year, said Khelif "failed to meet the
eligibility criteria for participating in the
women's competition, as set and laid out in
the IBA regulations".

Khelif has always competed in the women's
division and is recognised by the IOC as a
female athlete."The Algerian boxer was born
female, was registered female, lived her life as a

female, boxed as a female, has a female passport,"
IOC spokesperson Mark Adams said on Friday.
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INDIAN GELEBRITIES AND THEIR
LESSER-KNOWN SIBLINGS

the bitter-sweet bond between brothers and a brother named Narendra

isters is here. No matter how much brothers Singh Dhoni, who is a politician,
and sisters fight, in their hearts they know that their and a sister named Jayanti Gupta,
sibling always has their back and will be there to who is a teacher at a private school.
protect and support them when needed. On the AS per reports, while growing-up
occasion of Raksha Bandhan, here we list down some MS Dhoni's father wanted him to
famous celebrities and their lesser-known siblings. excel in academics and get a stable
Read on to know more. job because of which he wasn't
Did you know philathropist and beloved Indian Very supportive of Dhoni playing
writer, Sudha Murty is one of the four siblings? While cricket. However, it was Jayanti
Sudha Murty is a Member of the Rajya Sabha, her who supported her brother and his
brother Shrinivas Kulkarni is a Caltech astrophysicist, dreams of becoming a cricketer.

aptain Cool Mahendra Singh
Kksha Bandhan, a joyous festival that celebrates Dhoni has two elder siblings-

{ .':) ) N : I > |
AISHWARYA RAI BACHCHAN

ormer Miss World and actress Aishwarya Rai

F Bachchan has an elder brother Aditya Rai, who is an

engineer in the Merchant Navy. He was also the co-

produced Aishwarya Rai Bachchan’s film 'Dil Ka Rishta' in
Whl.le ace Ipdlan crlc.keter 2003, which was co-written by their mother, Brinda Rai.
Virat Kohli never fails to
make headlines, he has two
lesser-known siblings who stay away

In an earlier interview in the talk show 'Jeena Isi Ka Naam
Hai', when Aditya Rai was asked by the host Farooq Shaikh
her elder si ster Dr. Sunanda Kulkarni is also a While MS Dhoni is popular across from the limelight. Virat Kohli has an
gynaecologists just like their father, and another the world and an inspiration to elder brother Vikas Kohli who handles

about the one thing he disliked about his sister Aishwarya,
Aditya smiled and revealed that she is quite adamant and
sister Jayashree Deshpande is the Co-founder of the Many, his sister prefers to stay out of OneSselect, and an elder sister named
Deshpande Foundation. the limelight. Bhayna Kohli Dhingra.

headstrong at times. Aditya Rai is married to Shrima Rai,
and the couple have two children together- Shivansh and
Brldegroom I

Vihaan.
Academically and professionally qualified well mannered son is sought by B/K retired {8
parents for their daughter 1989, 5’6", IT, MBA Graduate, working as a Senior Software [
Engineer, PR Holder in Canada. Inherits substantial amount of assets. Those who = .
are already in Canada or willing to relocate are preferred. trsy1989@gmail.com - |
CUK341529

b

Best way to fulfil your
Future Dreams...

MARRIAGE
PROPOSALS

Decades of Trusted Service

bride

Graduate Catholic father seeks a well mannered, kind, educationally and professionally
qualified son from a respectable family for his height 5°5” very pretty only daughter &
in the family born in year 2005, residing in Europe. She was brought up according to
Sinhala Buddhist culture. She is a graduate (Medical) Doctor of a European University.
A son living in Europe, Canada, America or Australia is more suitable. - CUK341541

Suburb, Buddhist, father seeks a suitable partner for their daughter, 25 years, 54", | |
completed Master’s Degree in Accountancy and Secondary education from a foreign
University and presently working as a permanent teacher in a Government Secondary
school and permanently living in Melbourne, Australia. Australian citizen or permanent
resident holders preferred. Pl. email with family details and a copy of the

horoscope. info@ceylonuk.net - CUK857092

DEADLINES FOR POSTING

Payment in full and
advertisement with all
required details should be
sent to Classified &

Well respected B/G business family from Galle, seeking a well mannered, well educated, |
never married professional son from a B/G respectable family for our youngest daughter
2006, 5’4, well mannered, well educated, completed a degree in apparel designing and .

MSc in marketing, willing to migrate. Kuja in 4th House. Reply with family details, a

copy of horoscope, and contact number.
info@ceylonuk.net - CUK857094

Academically and professionally qualified well mannered caring son from a respectable
family is sought by Govi Buddhist parents from Colombo suburbs for their only daughter
born in May 1998. She is a graduate and is doing her own business. Please reply with
horoscope and family details to : info@ceylonuk.net - CUK857095

Matrimonial section on or
before Friday 4.30 p.m.

E-mail
info@ceylonuk.net
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gl The World's Mos!
3 Stunning women

Undoubtedly, we have all come across several stunning women

regardless of the part of the world that you come from. As such,

it is incredibly difficult to decide who is the fairest of them all.
Even tougher is putting them all on one list, because the list
would be endless. However, there are certain women in that we
can all agree on. They are stunning. They include:

..'
¥

ANGELINA JOLIE

ngelina Jolie is perhaps the best person to GAL GADOT
Aheadline our list of stunning women. She is : Gal Gadot is another stunning beauty
5 that has managed to make a name
for herself in film as an actress and
producer. She’s not just a beauty in the acting
scene but the former Miss Israel 2014 is also a
model to date. That said, can you imagine such
a beauty in the military? Yes, that’s right! Gal
Gadot gave two years of her life to serve at the
Israeli Defense Forces. After service, she went
: on to study in college as she continued to make

a name for herself in the modeling industry.

as beautiful as she is talented which is why
she is easily one of the most sought after actresses
in Hollywood. Fans love to see her on their screens
considering her beautiful features that make her
stand out. Even in her 40s, women still want to be
Angelina Jolie and men want to be with Angelina.
She could definitely give these young stars a run for
their money.

© 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0

ASHLEY GRAHAM

shley Graham is a stunner that has managed to change lives just by proving
Athat beauty is not limited to those with slim bodies. The model who is

perhaps known mostly for her appearance on America’s Next Top Model has
managed to make a name for herself despite her plus size figure. This is considering
the fashion industry was once and to some extent still remains biased in favor
slimmer women. Her face is so beautiful and compliments her amazing confidence
which is why she also makes such an amazing television presenter.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000P0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

]

MARGOT ROBBIE

argot Robbie is an actress of Australian
l \ / I origin who started her career by
appearing in the popular Australian
show Neighbors and in other independent films.
She has grown in her career and is currently
also a producer. When it comes to looks, she
definitely serves good ones which would explain
why designers love to work with het. Her beauty
and physique often compliments their exquisite
designs. It's also her beauty that makes so many
people look forward to seeing her on the red carpet
every time there’s such an event. She has received
numerous awards such as the Golden Globes and
has been nominated for other prestigious ones.

.
© 0000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000% 0000000000000000000000000000000000000mE00000000000000000000000000000000000002000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

ALEXANDRA DADDARIOF “& | BARBARA PALVIN EMERAUDE TOUBI

lexandra Anna Daddario is : t first sight, stunning is the right : meraude Toubia is a beautiful
Aa gorgeous American actress : [§ Aword to use to describe Barbara & ECanadian—American actress

who had her breakthrough : Palvin. The gorgeous model is : who is known for her role
thanks to playing the role of Annabeth ¢ originally from Hungary and first appeared as Lightwood on Shadowhunters.
Chase in the film Percy Jackson. : in the swimsuit issue of the famous Sports She is also a model. Despite being
She has over the years continued : Mlustrated Magazine back in 2016. Barbara : || Canadian-American, she is of
to star in different productions. : then became a Victorias Secret angel and we ¢ mixed descent that is Lebanese and
While watching her, one can't help : definitely see why. Her face is nearly perfect Mexican. She starred on a few Latina
but notice her beautiful eyes and : and so is her body. This might be just what $ telenovelas that include Cosita Linda
her amazing smile. She is a striking : the person who spotted her while scouting s among others. Emeraude has a
beauty thats for sure and that added : back when she was only 13 saw. Ever since : beautiful, youthful face that makes
to her talent makes her an amazing @ then, she has managed to maintain a lot of ¢ her suitable for different roles and
choice for films. bookings for different modeling jobs. appearances on the best publications.

PRIYANKA CHOF

ust by the mere fact that
Priyanka became Miss World at

AUDREY HEPBURN

It’s impossible to discuss beauty and fashion

BELLA HADID

in Hollywood without talking about Audrey

Hepburn. She was a British humanitarian and the young age of 18 tells you she
actress who had a lot of success. She was however : {8 one of the most stunning women
more known as a fashion icon and is still known for : i the world. Priyanka Chopra has
that even to date despite the fact that she is no longer : today made a name for herself in
around. The American Film Institute ranked Audrey : Hollywood as an actress gracing
as the 3rdgreatest female legend on screen from : productions like Quantico. While
Hollywood’s Golden Age. She was also inducted to : she is skilled in what she does, one
the prestigious International Best Dressed List Hall : can’thelp but marvel ather beautiful
of Fame which is indeed a big thing. : face once it comes on your screens.

ella Hadid is one of the most famous
B super models in the world today.

Aside from coming from one of the
wealthiest families around, she has her
beauty to be proud of. As such, you will
always come across her face on the covers of
different top magazines. She is a household
name when it comes to fashion and beauty,
arole model to younger ladies and those her
age. In 2016, she was named Model of the
Year.
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GRCEN
CABIN

_____ Ny G LONDON

WE CATER
FORSPECIAL
OCCASIONS

You can sing your heart
out with our karaoke
facilities. No corkage

charges for your
favourite alcohol drinks

INDULGE IN A CULINARY JOURNEY AT “GREEN CABIN",
WHERE SRI LANKAN FLAVOURS COME ALIVE!

020 892 23898

E-mail: managergreencabin@gmail.com
167 GREENFORD ROAD, HARROW, HA1 3RA
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ROUTE ONE, A VISIONARY JOURNEY TO
GOVERNMENT STEWARDSHIP IN 2030.

ere's a brief explanation of how you might achieve
this vision:

1. Transforming Sri Lanka into a Business Hub:

e Attracting Global Business: Position Sri Lanka as a
strategic business hub by creating a favorable environment
for international companies to set up operations. This could
include tax incentives, streamlined regulatory processes, and
robust infrastructure.

o Leveraging Expertise: Invite international workers and
experts to bring their skills and knowledge to Sri Lanka. This
would help transfer global best practices to local industries
and foster innovation.

e Building Online Business Platforms: Develop and host
global e-commerce platforms similar to Amazon and eBay.
These platforms would facilitate international trade, allowing
local businesses to reach global markets and attract

foreign investment.

2. Ensuring Sustainable and Risk-Free Economic Growth:

o Diversifying Sectors: Transform key sectors (health, food,
housing, education, technology, etc.) into profitable ventures
while ensuring they remain accessible to the public. By
generating profits, these sectors can fund essential services,
reducing the need for external debt.

e Developing Financial Solutions: Establish international
banking solutions that support trade in local currencies and
digital assets. This would enhance financial inclusion and
stability while promoting Sri Lanka as a financial center.

o Introducing New Currency Systems: Launch a new fiat and
digital currency to modernize the financial system

and facilitate trade. This could include developing a stablecoin
or digital currency backed by tangible assets,

providing a reliable medium for international transactions.

3. Priority Investments:

o Healthcare: Invest in healthcare infrastructure and services
to ensure a healthy population, which is crucial for sustained
economic growth. Profits from business ventures can subsidize
healthcare services, making them free or affordable.

e Food Security: Promote sustainable agriculture and food
production to ensure food security. This can be coupled with
innovative technologies to enhance productivity and reduce
waste.

e Housing and Jobs: Develop affordable housing projects
and job creation programs to address basic needs and reduce
poverty. These initiatives would support a stable workforce
and contribute to economic stability.

e Education and Technology: Focus on education and
technology investments to build a skilled workforce capable
of driving innovation. Encourage research and development,
particularly in emerging technologies like AI, blockchain, and
renewable energy.

e Transport and Infrastructure: Modernize transport and
infrastructure to support business activities and improve
quality of life. This includes expanding public transport,
improving road networks, and investing in smart city
technologies.

o Entertainment, Culture, and Spiritual Life: Promote cultural
industries, entertainment, and spiritual well-being as part of a
holistic approach to development. Encourage tourism, arts,
and cultural exchanges to boost the economy and enrich lives.
4. Fostering Innovation and New Productions:

o Innovation Hubs: Establish innovation hubs and research
centers to develop new products and services.

Encourage collaboration between local and international
scientists, engineers, and entrepreneurs.

e Support for Startups: Provide funding, mentorship, and
resources for startups and small businesses, especially those
focused on innovative and sustainable solutions.

5. Embracing All Aspects of Life:

e Inclusive Growth: Ensure that all citizens, regardless of
religion, culture, or background, benefit from the country's
growth. Promote social harmony and respect for diverse
spiritual practices.

o Holistic Development: Recognize the importance of love,
community, and spiritual life in building a resilient society.
Support initiatives that promote mental and emotional well
being alongside economic development.

6. Introducing a New Currency System:

o Fiat and Digital Currency: Develop a dual-currency system
that includes both fiat money and a national digital currency.
The digital currency would be secure, easily transactable, and
integrated with global financial systems.

o Stability and Trust: Ensure that the new currency system is
stable and trusted by both local and international stakeholders.
This might involve backing the currency with reserves,
implementing robust regulatory frameworks, and promoting
widespread adoption.

Conclusion:

Your vision for Sri Lanka as a business-oriented nation, driving
economic growth through innovation and international
collaboration, while ensuring that the benefits of this growth
are widely shared, is forward-thinking and comprehensive.
By prioritizing key sectors, introducing new currency systems,
and embracing holistic development, Sri Lanka can become

a resilient and prosperous nation. Implementing this vision
would require strong leadership, strategic partnerships, and a
commitment to inclusive growth and sustainability.

For the second stage of your plan, the focus is on attracting
international talent to Sri Lanka and integrating them into the
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local workforce. Here's how this stage could be structured:
1. Attracting International Talent:

o Competitive Compensation: Offer global market rates for
international professionals, ensuring that the

compensation packages are competitive and attractive. This
could include not only salary but also benefits like

housing, healthcare, and education for their families.

e Long-Term Residency Plans: Develop policies that allow
international talent to stay in Sri Lanka for extended

periods. This could involve offering long-term visas, work
permits, and even pathways to citizenship for those who

wish to contribute to the country long-term.

2. Integrating International Talent:

o Cultural Integration Programs: Implement programs that
help international professionals and their families

integrate into Sri Lankan society. This could include language
courses, cultural orientation sessions, and

community engagement activities.

o Work Environment: Foster an inclusive work environment
that values diversity and encourages the exchange of

ideas between local and international workers. Promote
collaboration and cross-cultural understanding within
companies.

3. International Sinhala Language Testing System (ISLTS):

e Purpose: Introduce the International Sinhala Language
Testing System (ISLTS) as a standardized language
proficiency test for foreign professionals who wish to work in
Sri Lanka. This test would assess their ability to

communicate effectively in Sinhala, ensuring they can
integrate smoothly into the local workforce.

o Test Structure: The ISLTS would cover reading, writing,
listening, and speaking skills. It could be tailored to

different proficiency levels, depending on the needs of the job
and the industry.

o Language Training: Provide access to Sinhala language
courses for those who need to improve their proficiency
before taking the ISLTS. These courses could be offered online
or in person, making them accessible to a global

audience.

o Certification: Upon passing the ISLTS, candidates would
receive a certification that validates their language skills,
making them eligible to work in Sri Lanka.

4. Benefits for Sri Lanka:

o Knowledge Transfer: Bringing in international talent will
facilitate the transfer of global knowledge, skills, and
best practices to the local workforce. This will help elevate the
quality and competitiveness of Sri Lankan industries.
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o Economic Growth: By attracting highly skilled professionals,
Sri Lanka can accelerate its economic development and
position itself as a leading hub for innovation and business in
the region.

o Cultural Exchange: The influx of international workers will
enhance cultural exchange and diversity within Sri

Lanka, enriching the social fabric of the country.

5. Long-Term Vision:

o Sustainable Growth: This stage is part of a long-term vision
to create a sustainable and thriving economy in Sri

Lanka. By building a strong foundation in the first stage and
attracting global talent in the second, Sri Lanka can ensure
continued growth and prosperity.

o Global Competitiveness: Over time, Sri Lanka will become a
competitive player on the global stage, attracting

businesses and professionals from around the world while also
nurturing local talent.

This second stage emphasizes the importance of global talent
in driving the country's growth while ensuring that they are
well-integrated and can contribute effectively to Sri Lanka's
development. The ISLTS will play a key role in ensuring that
international professionals can communicate and work
efficiently in the local context.
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R1’S FUTURE PLANS FOR SRI
LANKAN CITIZENS (001)

ree Medicine and Medical Facilities for Citizens
F Over 65:

o Objective: R1 will offer free medicine and medical facilities
to all Sri Lankan citizens aged 65 and over. This initiative is
aimed at ensuring that the elderly population has access to
essential

healthcare services without financial burden.

Services Included:

o Free Medicine: Provision of essential medications at no cost.
o Medical Facilities: Access to hospitals, clinics, and other
healthcare services across the

country.

o Domiciliary Care Services: R1 will provide domiciliary care
services to ensure that elderly citizens are safe and well-cared-
for at all times. This includes regular health checks, assistance
with daily activities, and emergency response services.

2. Introduction of a Proprietary IT Solution:

o Objective: To efficiently manage and maintain the healthcare
services offered to citizens over 65, R1 will introduce its own
IT solution.

o Features of the IT Solution:

o Healthcare Management System: A comprehensive platform
that tracks patient records,

medicine distribution, and care services provided.

o Real-time Monitoring: The system will enable real-time
monitoring of domiciliary care services, ensuring that all
elderly citizens receive timely and appropriate care.

o Data Analytics: Advanced analytics to predict and manage
healthcare needs, ensuring optimal resource allocation.

o User-Friendly Interface: Easy-to-use applications for both
healthcare providers and patients, facilitating communication
and service delivery.

Conclusion: These initiatives by R1 are designed to enhance
the quality of life for Sri Lankan citizens, particularly the
elderly, by providing them with the healthcare and support

they need. By combining these

services with advanced IT solutions, R1 is ensuring that these
initiatives are both effective and sustainable in the long term.
This plan demonstrates R1’s commitment to social
responsibility and its dedication to making a positive

impact on the lives of Sri Lankan citizens.

R1’s Comprehensive IT Solution for Sri Lanka’s Healthcare
System

1. Integration with Government Financial Systems:

o Objective: R1's IT solution will seamlessly connect with the
Sri Lankan government's main financial systems to ensure
efficient funding and management of healthcare resources.
This integration will allow for real-time budget tracking,
efficient allocation of funds, and transparency in financial
operations.

o Features:

o Automated Payment Processing: Streamlines payments for
healthcare services, ensuring that funds are allocated swiftly
and correctly.

o Financial Reporting: Real-time financial reporting
capabilities to monitor spending, forecast budgets, and ensure
accountability.

2. Comprehensive Healthcare Management for All Citizens:
o Objective: Beyond serving the elderly, this IT system will
be designed to manage healthcare services for all Sri Lankan
citizens. It will serve as the backbone of a national healthcare
system similar to the NHS in the UK.

o Features:

o Universal Health Records: A central repository for all
citizens' health records, accessible by authorized healthcare
providers across the country.

e Appointment and Prescription Management: Citizens
can book appointments, access prescriptions, and receive
reminders through a user-friendly platform.

o Telemedicine Integration: Enable remote consultations,
making healthcare accessible to those in rural or underserved
areas.

e Emergency Services: Integrated with emergency response
systems to ensure quick access to care in critical situations.

3. Sri Lankan NHS System by 2030:

e Vision: By 2030, R1's IT solution will evolve into a fully-
fledged national healthcare system, providing comprehensive
and accessible healthcare services to all Sri Lankans.

o Features:

o Nationwide Accessibility: Every citizen will have access
to healthcare services, from primary care to specialized
treatment, through this system.

¢ Data-Driven Decisions: The system will utilize data analytics
to improve healthcare delivery, identify trends, and inform
policy decisions.

o Sustainability and Scalability: Designed to scale with the
nation’s growth, ensuring that the system remains sustainable
and efficient as the population and healthcare demands
increase.

4. 1T Module Demonstration:

o Live URL: https://chms.etronicsolutions.com/
o Username: superadmin

o Password: 111222

o Objective: This demonstration provides a live preview
of the IT solution R1 is proposing. It showcases the core
functionalities and how the system will be used to manage
healthcare services effectively across Sri Lanka.

Conclusion: R1’s IT solution is poised to revolutionize
healthcare in Sri Lanka, providing an integrated, efficient,
and accessible system that serves the entire population. By
2030, this system will not only support the health needs of
all Sri Lankans but also set a standard for healthcare systems
worldwide.

This comprehensive plan positions R1 as a key player in the
future of Sri Lanka’s healthcare landscape, demonstrating a
strong commitment to the well-being of the nation’ citizens.
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SYSTEM WITH A DIGITAL COIN FOR SRI LANKA BY 2030

verview: R1 is proud to announce its visionary plan
Oto introduce a new, modern banking system for Sri

Lanka, poised to revolutionise financial transactions
and economic engagement by 2030. This forward-thinking
initiative is designed to integrate cutting-edge technology
with financial services, providing a comprehensive digital
ecosystem for all citizens, particularly targeting the younger
generation and those involved in international markets.

Key Components of the New Banking System:

1. Introduction of a Digital Coin:

ePurpose: A government-backed digital currency will be
launched, allowing Sri Lankan citizens to conduct their
day-to-day transactions with ease and security. This digital
coin will also facilitate international trade and engagement,
making it easier for young, tech-savvy entrepreneurs and
professionals to participate in global markets.

eIntegration with Daily Transactions: The digital coin will be
usable for everything from purchasing groceries to paying
bills, ensuring that all citizens can seamlessly transition to this
new currency.

eInternational Trade: This digital coin will be listed on
international digital exchanges, allowing it to be traded and
used globally, thereby increasing its value and utility.

2. Digital Exchange Facilities:
«Global Integration: The system will provide comprehensive
digital exchange services, enabling users

to trade the digital coin alongside other major cryptocurrencies
and digital assets.

eUser-Friendly Platform: A user-friendly platform will be
developed to facilitate easy exchange, trade, and investment
in digital currencies, making it accessible to all citizens.

3. Escrow Account Module:

oTrust in Transactions: To address concerns over transactions
with unfamiliar or non-trustworthy parties, the system will
include an Escrow Account Module. This feature will ensure
that funds are securely held until the agreed-upon conditions
are met, providing peace of mind in both personal and
business transactions.

4. Government Banking System for Overseas Workers:
eSecure Money Transfers: The new banking system will offer
a secure and official channel for Sri Lankan workers abroad
to transfer money back home. This service will add value by
offering benefits such as better exchange rates, lower fees, and
additional financial services tailored to overseas workers.
eIncentives for Official Transactions: Workers who use this
government-backed system will receive various benefits, such
as tax incentives, investment opportunities, and access to
exclusive financial products.

5. Digital Assets and Wealth Management:

eAsset Preservation and Growth: Citizens will be able to store
their digital assets within the new banking system, taking
advantage of tools and services designed to grow and manage
wealth. The system will offer options for savings, investments,

and digital asset management.

eBenefits of Official Digital Transactions: By participating in
the official digital economy;, citizens will not only protect their
assets but also enjoy greater security and benefits compared to
traditional banking.

The Future of Banking by 2030:

ePhasing Out Traditional Banking: With the rise of this
new system, the current traditional banking methods are
expected to become obsolete by 2030. The shift towards a fully
digital economy will streamline financial processes, increase
transparency, and provide greater access to financial services
for all citizens.

eEmpowering the Youth: This initiative is particularly aimed
at empowering Sri Lankas youth, providing them with the
tools and platforms they need to engage with the international
market and thrive in a global digital economy.

Conclusion:

RI’s plan to introduce a new banking system with a digital
coin is not just a technological upgrade but a transformative
approach to how Sri Lanka will handle financial transactions
in the future. This initiative promises to bring about a secure,
efficient, and globally integrated financial environment,
positioning Sri Lanka at the forefront of digital finance by
2030. This plan underscores R1’s commitment to innovation
and progress, ensuring that all Sri Lankans, especially the
younger generation, have the tools and opportunities to
succeed in an increasingly digital world.
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FUTURE PLAN 4: TRANSFORMING SRI LANKA'S
POLICE SYSTEM BY 2030

verview: R1 is set to revolutionise Sri Lanka's police
O system by 2030, aligning it with the best practices of

the UK police force. This transformation will include
advanced training for local officers, the integration of cutting-
edge technology, and a complete overhaul of police uniforms
and operational procedures. The goal is to create a modern,
efficient, and transparent law enforcement agency capable of
addressing the challenges of the21st century.

Key Components of the New Police System:

1. Establishing a UK-Style Police System:

e Training by UK Pensioned Police Officers: Retired UK police
officers will be recruited to train Sri

Lankan officers. This will involve sharing expertise in areas
such as community policing, crime

prevention, and modern investigative techniques.
oCurriculum Development: A comprehensive
curriculum will be developed, focusing on the

best practices from the UK police force, adapted to the unique
needs of Sri Lanka.

training

2. Introduction of Individual Network Camera Systems:
eNetworked Body Cameras: Every police officer will be
equipped with body cameras that are

networked to the central command. These cameras will record
all interactions, providing real-time

footage to support decision-making and enhance transparency.

eReal-Time Monitoring: Command centres will be established
where senior officers can monitor live

feeds from these cameras, allowing them to provide immediate
guidance during operations. This will

help in quickly resolving incidents and ensuring that evidence
is accurately captured.

eData Storage and Analysis: All camera footage will be securely
stored and analysed as part of investigations. This will improve
the accuracy of evidence collection and ensure accountability.
3. English Language Training:

eComprehensive English Courses: All police officers
will undergo English language training to improve their
communication skills. This will not only help in dealing with
international incidents but also enhance their ability to engage
with diverse communities.

oCertification Levels: Officers will be required to achieve
specific levels of proficiency, ensuring they can effectively
communicate in both written and spoken English.

4. Uniform Redesign:

eModern Uniforms: Police uniforms will be redesigned to
reflect the modernisation of the force. The new uniforms
will be practical, comfortable, and symbolic of the new era of
policing in Sri Lanka.

oColour and Design: The uniforms will incorporate colours
and designs that promote visibility and authority, while also
distinguishing Sri Lankan officers from other international

forces.

5. Implementation of Mobile Payment Systems:

eInstant Payment for Traffic Offences: A new mobile payment
system will be introduced, allowing officers to issue and process
fines for traffic offences on the spot. This system will be linked
to the officer’s body camera, ensuring that all interactions are
recorded and that payments are securely processed.
elntegration with Evidence Collection: The system will
automatically link payment records with the corresponding
camera footage, providing a clear chain of evidence for each
transaction.

Vision for 2030:

By 2030, Sri Lanka's police force will be one of the most modern
and efficient in the region, known for its professionalism,
transparency, and use of technology. The integration of UK
policing principles, advanced technology, and improved
communication skills will ensure that the police are well-
equipped to handle the challenges of the future.

Conclusion:

R1’s comprehensive plan to transform Sri Lanka's police system
will result in a more effective and trusted law enforcement
agency. By adopting the best practices from the UK and
integrating them with cutting-edge technology, R1 is paving
the way for a safer and more secure Sri Lanka. This initiative
underscores R1’s commitment to national development and
its vision of a modern, forward-thinking country by 2030.
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A DIGITALISED

PARLIAMENT SYSTEM FOR SRI LANKA BY 2030

verview: R1 proposes to revolutionise the way Sri
OLanka’s parliament operates by introducing a fully

digitalised and secure parliamentary system by
2030. This system will enable all parliamentary activities to
be conducted paperlessly, ensuring efficiency, transparency,
and security. The digitalisation of parliament will not only
streamline legislative processes but also enhance the security
and integrity of parliamentary votes, tender approvals, and
other critical functions.

Key Features and Benefits of the Digitalised Parliament
System:

1. Paperless Parliamentary Processes:

oObjective: All parliamentary operations, including legislative
drafting, voting, and approvals, will be conducted digitally.
This transition to a paperless system will reduce waste,
increase efficiency, and ensure that all documents are easily
accessible and securely stored.

eSecure Document Management: A digital document
management system will be implemented to store all
parliamentary records in a secure, non-erasable format. This
will prevent tampering and ensure that all historical data is
preserved with integrity.

2. Secure Voting System:

eSecret Votes: A digital voting system will be introduced for
parliamentary elections, allowing members to cast their votes
securely and anonymously. This system will ensure that votes
are confidential and free from external influence.

eReal-Time Results: Votes will be counted instantly, providing
real-time results while ensuring that the process is transparent
and verifiable by authorised personnel.

3. Digital Tender Approval Process:

eTransparent Tendering: All tender approvals will be managed
through a digital platform that allows for transparent and
competitive bidding. This system will track every step of the
tender process, ensuring that all bids are evaluated fairly and
that decisions are made based on merit.

eAudit Trail: Every action taken during the tender process
will be recorded in a secure audit trail, allowing for full
accountability and easy retrieval of information in case of
disputes or reviews.

4. Enhanced Security and Non-Erasable Records:

eBlockchain Technology: The system will utilise blockchain
technology to ensure that all records, including votes,

tender approvals, and legislative documents, are stored
securely and cannot be altered or erased. This will

provide a tamper-proof record of all parliamentary activities.
eEncryption: All communications and data within the system
will be encrypted to protect sensitive information

and ensure that only authorised individuals have access.

5. Parliamentary Workflow Automation:

eAutomated Processes: Routine tasks such as document
approvals, scheduling, and communication can be
automated, freeing up time for parliament members to focus
on more critical issues.

eIntegrated Communication Tools: The system will include
integrated communication tools, such as video

conferencing and instant messaging, to facilitate discussions
and meetings in a secure digital environment.

6. Public Transparency and Access:

ePublic Portal: A public-facing portal will be created, allowing
citizens to access non-sensitive parliamentary

documents, track the progress of bills, and view voting results.
This will enhance public trust and engagement

with the legislative process.

oE-Governance Integration: The digital parliament system
will integrate with other e-governance initiatives,

creating a seamless flow of information across government
departments and improving overall governance.

Vision for 2030:

By 2030, Sri Lanka’s parliament will be a model of digital
governance, operating efficiently, transparently, and securely.
The digitalised system will support the country’s legislative
needs in a rapidly evolving digital world, ensuring that Sri
Lanka remains at the forefront of governance innovation.

Conclusion:

R1’s plan to digitalise Sri Lankas parliament is a bold step
towards creating a more efficient and transparent government.
By leveraging advanced technologies such as blockchain,
secure digital voting, and automated workflows, this initiative
will set a new standard for how parliaments around the
world can operate in the digital age. This plan reflects R1’s
commitment to modernising governance and enhancing the
democratic process in Sri Lanka.
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FUTURE PLAN 7: IMPLEMENTING THE BEST
NATIONAL ID SYSTEM IN SRI LANKA BY 2030

verview: R1 proposes to introduce a state-of-the-art
O National ID System for Sri Lanka by 2030. This system

will be designed to integrate seamlessly with the
country's existing and future digital infrastructure, ensuring
secure, efficient, and comprehensive identity management
for all citizens. The new National ID system will serve as
the backbone for various government services, financial
transactions, healthcare, and digital governance

Key Features and Benefits of the National ID System:

1. Comprehensive Biometric Identification:

eMulti-Modal Biometrics: The system will use multi-modal
biometric authentication, including fingerprint, iris scan, and
facial recognition, to ensure the highest level of accuracy and
security in identifying individuals.

eSecure Data Storage: All biometric data will be securely
stored using advanced encryptionmethods and blockchain
technology to prevent unauthorized access and ensure data
integrity.

2. Integration with E-Government Services:

eUnified Access: The National ID will provide unified access
to all government services, including healthcare, education,
social security, and tax systems. This will streamline processes
and reduce bureaucracy, making it easier for citizens to
interact with the government.

eReal-Time Verification: Government agencies, banks, and
other institutions will be able to verify an individual’s identity
in real-time, reducing fraud and improving service delivery.

3. Financial Inclusion and Digital Economy:
eBankingIntegration: The National ID system will be integrated
with banking and financial services, allowing citizens to open
accounts, apply for loans, and conduct transactions securely
andefficiently.

eSupport for Digital Payments: The system will facilitate
digital payments and e-commerce by providing a secure
and reliable means of identity verification, thereby fostering
financial inclusion and growth in the digital economy.

4. Election and Voting Integration:

oVoter Identification: The National ID will be used to verify
voter identities during elections, ensuring that only eligible
voters can participate and reducing the risk of electoral fraud.
eDigital Voting: As part of the fully digitalised election system,
the National ID will serve as the primary means of voter
authentication, enabling secure and transparent online voting.

5. Healthcare and Social Services:

eUnified Health Records: The system will link with healthcare
providers to create a unified health record for each citizen,
improving the quality and efficiency of healthcare services.
eAccess to Social Services: Citizens will be able to access social
services such as pensions, welfare, and subsidies directly
through their National ID, ensuring that benefits reach the
right people without delay.

6. National Security and Law Enforcement:

eEnhanced Security Measures: The system will support
national security efforts by enabling law enforcement agencies
to quickly and accurately identify individuals, whether for
criminal investigations, border control, or other security

purposes.
eNon-Intrusive Surveillance: Biometric data will enable secure
identification without the need for intrusive or discriminatory
practices, ensuring that individual rights are respected while
maintaining public safety.

7. Privacy and Data Protection:

oStrict Privacy Controls: The system will be designed with
strong privacy controls, ensuring that individuals have control
over their data and how it is used.

oGDPR Compliance: The National ID system will adhere to
international standards, such as the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), to protect citizen data from misuse.

Vision for 2030:

By 2030, Sri Lanka will have a world-class National ID system
that is secure, efficient, and fully integrated with the country’s
digital infrastructure. This system will be a key enabler of the
digital economy, e-governance, and national security, while
also enhancing the quality of life for all citizens.

Conclusion:

RI’s plan to implement a best-in-class National ID system
will provide Sri Lanka with the foundation needed to support
its digital transformation. This system will not only improve
access to services and economic opportunities but also ensure
that the country is well-prepared to meet the challenges of the
future with a secure, efficient, and citizen-centric approach to
identity management.



FRENGH FILM GIANT ALAIN
DELON DIES AGED 88.

rench film legend Alain Delon has died at the age of 88.
The actor was a star of the golden era of French cinema,
known for his tough-guy persona on screen in hits
including The Samurai and Borsalino.
"He passed away peacefully in his home in Douchy, surrounded
by his three children and his family," a statement released to
AFP news agency said.
Delon has been in poor health in recent years and become a
virtual recluse. More recently, the breakdown of his family had
been making headlines in France.
Once described as the most beautiful man in the movies, Delon

ictoria Jackson announced she has been diagnosed

N / with inoperable cancer—estimating she has roughly
three years to live.

Jackson first revealed her breast cancer diagnosis in 2016, but

on Wednesday, Aug. 14, the 65-year-old confirmed in her ‘Ts

the Cancer Back?’ Instagram video series that her cancer has
indeed returned.

“Update on the cancer: they cannot operate and cut out the
marble in my chest that is laying on my windpipe and would
eventually suffocate me to death,” she said with a giggle at the
beginning of the nearly 8-minute video.

“Theyre giving me a magic pill,” Jackson added about her
treatment. “It’s going to be delivered to my front door within
the next 12 hours. It’s based on Ribociclib, and it will shrink
the marble, hopefully... I looked up the pill on Google, and it
says people who take this have 32.6 months to live—something
like that”

In her Instagram caption, however, Jackson gave a slightly

s seen in a new social media clip,
AKirsten took us back to her cheer
captain days.

Kirsten Dunst will always be captain
Torrance! While throwing it back to the year
2000, the 42-year-old actress was seen in a
Sunday, August 18, Instagram video joining
in on her cheer team chant from Bring It On.
“Hate us ‘cause were beautiful. Well we
don’t like you either;” she said as the camera
captured a close-up of the Civil War star
at Cinespia. “Were cheerleaders, we are
cheerleaders. Roll call!”

Shortly taking her seat at the venue, Kirsten
took the stage to introduce her cheerful 2000
cult classic movie. According to other fan-
captured social media clips, she proudly told
the crowd in true captain style, “I am T-T-
T-Torrance. Your Captain Torrance! Let’s go
Toros!”

Kirsten then added, “Oh my God, you guys, this is the craziest
thing I've ever witnessed in my life. I am so overwhelmed. My
friends and family are here. 'm gonna watch with you guys. I
haven't seen any of these movies since I was a teen myself, with
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starred in hits from the 1960s including The
Leopard and Rocco and his Brothers.

He stole the hearts of fans whatever role
he was playing, from a murderer to a
charismatic conman.

From the 1990s, his film appearances
grew rare, but he remained a fixture in the
celebrity columns.

In total, made almost 90 films during the
course of his career.

French President Emmanuel Macron was
among those paying tribute to Delon on
Sunday, saying the actor “played legendary
roles and made the world dream”.

In a statement on X, formerly Twitter, he
added: "Melancholy, popular, secretive,
he was more than a star: he was a French
monument.”

A statement from his family said: "Alain
Fabien, Anouchka, Anthony, as well as (his
dog) Loubo, are deeply saddened to announce the passing of
their father.

"He passed away peacefully in his home in Douchy, surrounded
by his three children and his family."

Le Parisian newspaper called Delon “a legend of the cinema”,
while Liberation described him as “a leading figure of cinema,
symbol of shadowy masculinity, the actor with crazy charisma”
Delon's last major public appearance was to receive an
honorary Palme d'or at the Cannes film festival in May 2019.
At the event, he made an emotional speech in which he
appeared to bid farewell to cinema.

longer timeline. “Cancer Update: I have 34.8 months to live
if I don’t get hit by a meteor, shot by a MAGA hater, get
Covid again, or WWIII breaks out” (Jackson has become
a conservative and religious activist in recent years, often
sharing Bible scripture and praising former President Donald
Trump on social media.)

After revealing the unfortunate news, the comedian—who
was on SNL from 1986 to 1992—still maintained a positive
tone, telling her followers that she’s had a “fantastic life”

Despite appreciating the life she’s already lived, she mentioned
milestones she would still like to be a part of.

“Id like to see my grandson born—his name is Jimmy—in
October and get to know him a little, and I would like to see
my daughter Aubrey have a baby,” she said.

Jackson made regular appearances on “Weekend Update”
during her time on Saturday Night Live and was known for
doing various impressions, from Roseanne Barr to Zsa Zsa

an audience. I'm so honored”
Over the weekend, Cinespia hosted a
two-film screening of Kirsten’s films
Bring It On and The Virgin
- Suicides for the venue’s
annual  slumber
party event in
Los Angeles.
Bring It On
is one of
Kirstens first
films. She was
17 when she
worked on the
production.  In
the  movie, she plays Torrance
Shipman: a San Diego-based high school
cheer captain who learns that the Toros have been performing
the same choreography as a rival school.

KIRSTEN DUNST JOINS IN WITH “BRING IT
ON’ GHEER GHANT IN NEW VIDEO

HOLLYWOOD

"It's a bit of a posthumous tribute,
but from my lifetime," he had said.
‘I am going to leave, but I won't
leave without thanking you."
Former president of the Cannes
festival, Gilles Jacob, described
Delon as "a lion... an actor with a
steely gaze", while Alberto Barbera,
director of the Venice film festival,
said he was an "icon" who had
climbed "to the Olympus of the
immortals".

One of his fans from Paris reacting
to news of his death, meanwhile,
told Reuters News Agency: "I
thought he could never die."

For decades, the French public have
followed the ins and outs of Delon’s prolific career and equally
prolific love life, via Paris-Match and other magazines.

His colourful personal life regularly made the front pages as he
charmed and seduced his way around Europe at the height of
his fame. But he also faced criticism. Some disapproved of his
support for Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the far-right National
Front, who championed the death penalty and opposed same-
sex marriage.

His relationship with women also caused controversy and led
to claims of misogyny.

BBC

‘an VICTORIA JHGI(SDiI

Says Her Cancer Is Inoperable

Gabor. Her acting credits also include episodes of The X-Files,
In the Heat of the Night, Sesame Street, and more. Jackson’s
film appearances include Family Business, The Matchbreaker,
and other titles.

Earlier this
year, Kirsten
said shed “of
course” be open
to reuniting
with her fellow

cheerleaders in another movie.

“But it would have to be such a good script cause those things
can be sad sometimes if theyre not good,” the Spider-Man
actress said during an appearance on Good Morning America
in April. “I was just as shocked as anyone that this was such a
huge success. We really didn’t know ... the effect it has on our
culture”

During her GMA interview, Kirsten explained how she found
her niche in the film industry. While promoting her 2024
dystopian film, Civil War, the actress noted that she eventually
found her “own taste in films and discovering films”

“I think the biggest thing for me was doing Interview with the
Vampire, which was a very all-male dominated set, and then
going right from that to Little Women, which was directed by
a female,” Kirsten said. “I think that juxtaposition so young
really informed my choices of working with a lot of females
after”

By: Elisabeth McGowan
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Michel Germain Parfums llllVBIlS ‘Emily
In Paris’ fragrance

ok, |

Qﬁ%‘@’?/

“Spritz like you are
already famous!”
restige fragrance house Michel Germain g
Parfums has unveiled a new fragrance
collection with Paramount Consumer
Products inspired by the ‘Emily in
Paris’ Netflix series.

In addition, each bottle has been designed to reflect
the stylish aesthetic of the TV show, wrapped in
Emily’s iconic birthday dress bow and featuring
delicate Parisian motifs.

The fragrance launch coincides with the

new Season 4 of the show, created by Darren
Star, centred around marketing exec Emily’s

adventure in the French capital, juggling work, ! EMILY .
friends and romance. l'
There are four scents for women and a men’s | IN pARlS

There is also a men’s eau de toilette ‘Emily in Paris
Pour Homme’ dedicated to Emily’s love interest in
.. the show Gabriel,

with notes of cardamom, lavender, sage, and
#4 sandalwood, housed in a sophisticated, dark,

fragrance, designed to embody the “spirit of the S [ masculine bottle.

show;” evoking the allure of Paris with modern, ’ - -

playful notes that reflect Emily’s life. forever with wild strawberries crushed Michel Germain, creator and chief executive of Michel
| ' in sparkling Champagne with notes Germain Parfums Ltd, said in a statement: "Each ‘Emily in

The signature ‘Emily in Paris’ eau de parfum is | of fruity lychee, while ‘Emily in Paris Paris’ fragrance has been meticulously blended to capture the

a floral woody scent featuring notes of seductive UGHEL GERpAIN Romantic® offers crisp green apple with  essence of Parisian romance, infused with the effervescent joy,

Neroli, French pear, wild blackcurrant Burgundy, a feminine pink peony and blooming life, and love that the series embodies."

Parisian rose, heady Jasmin and feminine soft Lily magnolia scent, and ‘Emily in Paris Je

of the Valley for a “pure femininity, Paris style” taime’ is playful and feminine with a The ‘Emily in Paris’ fragrance collection is available on

mix of pink pepper, raspberry, French ~ MichelGermain.com.
The ‘Emily in Paris Heartfelt’ scent embraces love, rose and gardenia.

Expert Recruitrment: Connecting -tier talent with exceptional
employers in the UK, Poland, Japan, Australia, and beyond.

Comprehensive Visa Support: Full assistance with UK Tier 2 visa applications,

REC R UITMENT SERVICES LTD induding documentation, sponsorship, and interview preparation.

Training & Developrent: English language courses, life in the UK preparation,
YOUR PATHWAY TO

and specdialized ..:EI” training to ensure you're job-ready.
Specializing in UK Tier 2 Skilled Worker Visas Visa Assistance: Detailed o
Training Programs: Enha

e CRUITHME SERVICES= if = b g iom rograrm;
Skill Traini = [ fine arin training

ADDITIONAL SERVICES:

Travel & Family:
Travel bookings, airport pick-up/ drop- off.
Financial:
Azslstance with opaning bank accounts, delivery
of bank cards and SIM cards,
LK Educational:

Ph}nﬂ liu 313? 3313 | '|"44 7351 #95391 School applications, finding top schoaols,
Emnall: support@routeonerecruitment.com Buainess:
Website: mmmmhm?mm Business registration, HMRC activation, support

Address; 24 Colston Rise, Ampthill, Bedford, England, MK45 2GN ik Dol

Renting rooms, community connections,

arl Lanka Healthcare: Local healthcare services information.
Address: Glp translation and consultancy Community Support:

69 Ceylinco building Janadhipathi mawatha, Colombe 1 Local religious and carmmunity
licenca Mo ;3315 establishrments addresses,
Miscellaneous:
Voter reglstration, Ml number assistance, car buying guid-
ance, job opportunities for dependents, and more,

Start Your Jourmey with Lls Today|

8 gomn Befe edith Sl onbaend For full support in your recruitment and visa journey, choose
Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Route One Recruitment Services Ltd. We're here to help you
Employment every step of the way!
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n the edge of the "Kingdom in the

Mountains” (Kanda Uda Pasrata), Kandy

was the last capital of the Sinhalese
monarchy and a testament to the kings as
aesthetes in their choice of location. Kandy, or
more properly in Sinhalese Maha Nuwara ("Great
City"), was founded on a ridge of mountains with
dense jungle bordering its gardens, tea estates
and paddy fields, and formed around the artificial
lake which reflects the sky, with the arc of the
royal palace skirting the water's edge.
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This royal city is also a holy city. Ever since
it was founded in the 16th Century, it has
housed one of the most sacred relics of
Buddhism, a tooth of the Buddha, collected
from his funeral pyre. Every day, at dawn,
midday and dusk, the reliquary containing
the relic is venerated to the sound of drums
at the Temple of the Tooth. A depository of
the last vestiges of Sinhalese royalty, a focal
point of worship for Buddhists all over the
world and an important centre of monastic
tradition, Kandy is still a capital city, despite
the creation of Colombo. It is still the custom
for the heads of state of Sri Lanka to organise
important official ceremonies here and it is
here that they make their inaugural speech.
In addition, Kandy's great annual festival, the
famous Esala Perahera (July/August), which is
a parade of elephants in honour of the tooth
of the Buddha, is the most spectacular and
ornate perahera on the island.

Why visit Kandy?

With a picturesque setting around its lake,
a rich historical and cultural heritage,
good access to the Ancient Cities (Cultural
Triangle) and the Hill Country, a pleasant
Mediterranean-type climate, and World
Heritage Site status, a visit to Kandy is a must
for anyone touring the island. Kandy is the
perfect size to be explored on foot, the higher
altitude making the climate conducive to
long and leisurely strolls. The city is visually
rich, with narrow streets lined with buildings
of character and crowded with people. The
Municipal Market has superb displays of fruit
and vegetables, textiles and clothing, and the
lake provides an attractive focal point.

CeylonUK

Within easy reach of Kandy are the glorious
Peradeniya Botanic Gardens, spice gardens,
the Ceylon Tea Museum, and the serene
temples of Embekke, Lankathilaka and
Gadaladeniya (Three Temples Tour). For
those missing their round of golf, there is the
Victoria Golf Course, which is an attractive
18-hole golf course about 25 km outside of
Kandy surrounded by the Victoria Reservoir
and set amidst coconut palms and tropical
vegetation.




27

AUGUST ISSUE 2024
www.ceylonuk.net

CeylonUK

esearchers  will  use artificial
Rintelligence to match image data of

patients from Scotland with linked
health records
Scientists are to analyse more than a million
brain scans using artificial intelligence with
the aim of developing a tool to predict a
persons risk of dementia.
Researchers at the University of Edinburgh
and the University of Dundee will examine
CT and MRI scans of patients from Scotland
captured over more than a decade, as part of a
global research effort called NEURIi.
The team will use Al and machine learning
to match the image data with linked health
records to find patterns that could help doctors
better determine a person’s risk of developing
dementia.
The number of people living with dementia
globally is forecast to nearly triple to 153
million by 2050, and researchers warn this
presents a rapidly growing threat to health
and social care systems. Health and social
costs linked to dementia already exceed $1tn
(£780bn) a year, research shows.
The scientists aim to create digital tools that
radiologists can use when scanning patients to
determine their risk of dementia and diagnose

the disease and related conditions earlier.

The tools could also help speed up the
development of more precise treatments for
dementia, they said.

Prof Emanuele Trucco, an expert in Al and
medical imaging at Dundee, said: “This new
data set will be of great use to neurological
researchers.

“Should we establish a successful proof of
concept, we will have a suite of software
tools that are smoothly and unobtrusively
integrated with routine radiology operations
that assist clinical decision-making and flag
the risk of dementia as early as possible”Up
to 1.6 million images will be scanned, with
the approval of the public benefit and privacy
panel for health and social care, part of NHS
Scotland.

The data will be held in the Scottish National
Safe Haven, commissioned by Public Health
Scotland to provide a secure platform for the
use of NHS electronic data for research.

The project co-leader, Prof Will Whiteley
from Edinburgh’s Centre for Clinical Brain
Sciences, said: “Better use of simple brain
scans to predict dementia will lead to better
understanding of dementia and potentially
earlier diagnosis of its causes, which in turn

OGY - ENGLISH

will make development of new treatments
easier.
“Currently treatments for dementia are
expensive, scarce and of uncertain value. If we
can collect data from a large group of people at
high risk, who then give their consent to take
part in trials, we can really start to develop
new treatments.”

SGIENTISTS

T0 USE AI TO
ANALYSE 1.6M
BRAIN SGANS T0
DEVELOP TOOL
PREDICTING
DEMENTIR RISK

APPLE DELAYS
HIGHLY ANTIGIPATED
DEVICE DUE TO
'TEGHNICAL CHALLENGES'

pple has reportedly delayed a highly
Aanticipated device due to 'technical
challenges.'

The foldable MacBook, which has been
rumored since 2019, was set to roll out next
year, but has been pushed until early 2026 or
as late as 2028.

The computer is expected to have a dual use
of a notebook with an on-screen keyboard
when it's folded or could be used as a monitor

| with an external keyboard when unfolded.

Apple is facing issues with the display and
mechanical components for the 18.8-inch
screen size that uses one touch-screen on
both the top and bottom halves of the device.
Ming-Chi Kuo, an analyst known for leaking
information about Apple products, said in
an X post that 'some market participants
previously expected Apple to launch the
foldable iPad in 2025, but the current supply
chain survey indicates that the foldable iPad

has no visibility.

‘This may also be because some call this
foldable MacBook a foldable iPad.'

Kuo reported that Apple canceled the 20.25-
inch display design it had reportedly been
considering, saying ‘'the assembly mass
production schedule has been pushed back
from 1H26 [the first half of 2026] to the end
of 2027 or 2028."

Some users have raised concerns over having
an on-screen keyboard, saying that it can
become painful and difficult to type without
being able to feel the keys, but Apple may be
working on ways to make this easier.

An Apple patent described three ways to
make typing on an on-screen keyboard
easier, writing that it should allow 'a flexible
screen to deform when a virtual key is
pressed' and use haptic feedback to simulate
the click of a real key:'

The company added that 'an electrostatic

charge could also be used to simulate the
feeling of the edge of a key, making it feel like
a real keyboard when you place your fingers
on it ready to type.'

Apple has reportedly been working on a
foldable laptop for years but hasn't moved
forward with an official production date,
even as competitors like LG and Samsung
rolled out their own versions.

The same technical issues that are delaying
the MacBook could also be behind the
postponed rollout of the foldable iPhone.

Apple insiders reported that the device was
on track to launch in less than two years, but
are now put on hold due to 'screen creasing.'
The company is reportedly 'still evaluating
component specifications and performance,
with strict requirements for crease and
reliability, according to 9to5Mac that said
the device is unlikely to roll out before 2027.

| WITNESSED A UFO GRASH AND ALIENS FLEE THE SHIP - AND | HAVE A PIEGE OF THE GRAFT TO PROVE IT

from a UFO after it crashed landed in the desert - and he has
a piece of the spacecraft to prove it.
Jose Padilla was just a nine-year-old boy growing up in San Antonio,
New Mexico, when he and his friend discovered the 'avocado-shaped'
UFO.
To this day, he swears that what he witnessed was real.
The encounter occurred while the two boys were horseback riding
in the desert just 13 miles from the Trinity nuclear test site, Robert
Oppenheimer and other members of the Manhattan Project
detonated the world's first nuclear bomb in 1945.
The encounter occurred that very same year, and at first, Padilla
thought the sound of the crash was just another bomb test, he told
CBS News Los Angeles.
T told my friend, 'it must be another test from the bomb' and he said,
'no, it's not a bomb, look at the smoke coming out of the ground,"
Padilla said.
Upon closer inspection, the smoke appeared to be coming from a
crashed aircraft.

g man from Los Angeles claims that he witnessed aliens fleeing

Then, all of a sudden, three extraterrestrials emerged from the aircraft
and began 'sashaying and running in circles," he said.

But Padilla wasn't afraid of these creatures.

"They had crashed at my father's ranch, and they needed help," he
said.

Over the next ten days, the military cleaned up the wreckage while
Padilla and his friend watched from a nearby ridge, despite being
warned to stay away.

We were hiding behind cactuses, he said.

When the soldiers took a break from cleaning up the wreckage,
Padilla and his friends entered the aircraft.

The 'extraterrestrials' were gone, giving Padilla the perfect opportunity
to extract a souvenir from inside.

He pulled a small 'dial' off the wall, brought it home and hid it in his
garage.

Frontier Analysis, a chemical testing lab based in Ohio, analyzed the
artifact in 2015. Their report revealed that it was made of aluminum
mixed with silicon and copper, CBS Los Angeles reported.

This mix of metals is commonly found in engine parts, and the report

stated that the isotopic ratios were terrestrial.

But an extraterrestrial source for the metals could not be ruled out,
the report stated.

‘No one knows what it is,' Padilla said.

The years passed, and Padilla moved from San Antonio to Rowland
Heights, an unincorporated area of Los Angeles, California, and
quietly raised a family.

But he always held onto that strange artifact from his childhood.

In 2012, Padilla and the friend who was with him when he witnessed
the UFO were interviewed by investigative journalist and UFO
researcher Paola Harris.

At the time, Harris was investigating a claim by the son of World War
II army pilot William Brophy.

Brophy's son told Harris that one of his father's last missions was to
fly over the area that Padilla claims the UFO crash landed in. During
one such flight, he saw two young boys on horseback, Harris told
CBS Los Angeles.She believes those two little boys were Padilla and
his friend.
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@bd Heweoulsd  Blgews  FLSFT
Qrly @ereoLralymbled  Llyusold
GIGTLIGID  DNMHBEG &MY Qrewi
LOl60SVIULI6HT C.um@somwii et 2 _6iT6
Bemeouied SieieuliBUTEHl  Haidl  GHLU
LemsLILILBIG6T  oBpid — eflgBuirdassnern
uFe| CFUISHI ImHT.

FIOym

GLHMBEH6IT
aFTey  QFuiud  efigBuim  GenenTiid g0
maIJed & QUL Hlewevulsd GG iGHTei
QoL oFTey 6T HEILOETITL H6iT LigleuTs)

oY

Bremi®

Orligemul  SQITSH

SN9HS

6 ((hEBl 6D B6NT. Abs Bemsouled FSgT Quiily F16LIg 60
Apg  wppd  CHWMG  ULESAID  sam GG GuiossED S
bobsls  CBTalg®bs  BYws  EUIT (o500 o wET®  GELLD
Qrrlg, g&jwm pglinled OQHensid  GLoewredt sfigGuimemer Qeueuit Bsirenmi. 20

BUIBBHHL 2 HEUTe euTTewid uUlrid
oI  SHedILLLSHHeT  cped  HLOLPleL
opipsionay. s UBE el
BloHH DFeL QBenHID Gosuen Suidbdul

NIL_&bjJ FhOlIdr1L ol FBhoHeil
11Vliad BlmeIoT 1adtlinirenjy

6)_||_<=.'5&§165l OF6v60dh GHIebHTen BHL 6601
‘ @ma  Gumiguisd Hevpd  Glsmeirer
y BeVmImBHE ~ UHMS  HeyeTen  LIJLIeY
UL &  FHAUITHTmas gFmibel  Ll1eliberd
BmIeIeSHH 6 LIswiILITeNID L0636, GLIFTens0
FHIG6 SHGun’ L fledr 2 flenLowITeTHLOT 6o
5 SHeyIneT  &@res OFaTenaruilevsTen  DiRITHI
W @e0evsgled hPIHS! Slmipll| elESSCUTSI

HTUIHEG QemHell GOl FTEY 6IFHIeaD
Revemev  elIIBI  @hH  ellgBuITeHE
SOOI _BH6IT LIFUTE  eIHBBSHI.

25 N_BIHEIEID BlITdHFldhdT]IHeIt:
I 1WHDHOIT D_[HihébHID

6160l FnSIULI6ITEIT.

Beup SR SmmGLTE. ouibu
BTVHHED BIYNBHBME  (LPHLD 616G,
@60Em60 616N HITHFHBHTTHENT. IYARE0T
YusHBRILG I GEGS — HELUD
Curgl  HewTei(BLET  HT6  6)(HE6U6.
20, 25 ULMISEHHSBT l9ag6isellsd
Birmaflebsll L 1gmabaGnper. @ mboHTevid
CaTLIbsH (PWeTCBer. @ LIL&HSHIbHTer
L IENG)) LIO(LPEDB Q& e1G360r.
eBaj)l_aﬂu_lrr&(Ssu Caiey GCEuIsTTsHsIT.

3 rsnissT  uuindl
BLHSHID UL LD
Bl L gl LIm&
sumlsewend  Fflumall
LWETLESHE  Qasmemi®
8bs Blewevdbe&

96N& JTTORMOBT  LO[HSGHE0NT aup H1mad 516 mer .

DIV ST IL 60 6UCBUT(H UL &&eid
L|eaum 2, HEDrL 60 FABLLTS Blgbs GausmiBLd
G6ugt,  @bHuisd  egTeuT TOB  UMF  BHHGLD.
FOVLDT6ITEBTENIL 60T foabHs] BTG  BIgHBSLI  LILMHISEN6IT
o UL dlev LLmkiselsd BlgHs BewwiBld  LIMFé@&LIGLTSI,
QAUGBBTT. U  FLHSB6 QAws @enenid FBluTss
ERIEE DI BGu_igufsd OFuw &1@®Ma& &60MI0

FHeIlilL g  Heopuled  Liew
BraflLsmens  FhdeCaHe0

sTe@ID  GHTeImID 6160
OBl HEHI6NTeNT. 61610

liliel

| ggavm/]mn U/I@%J%@ M bdH SbDF

- -

1p  Fefloresd @u_l_asg,gﬂ LIL & 8568t
(P6ULD  DBI(LPSHLOTETR] SIS [BIYeNdH

geoaur  gr6emed.  BMHHOHTLIHS
JITemOTe  LILHIG6eMs0  Blghdhl TFETHemern
sJbHOLS.  Baf  CHIHEBEHEGLD

HDTHHMBHHOT D(PHBHLOTSH STEWILILIL L HT60
OBTLIbHS! (Weiienentl BlYSTeEbL 6l Blgd@LD
QUITUILIEHLILD  CUBMBIT].

HBOLITHI HLOP6L 101" BHID B6L6VMIDED BlHVIBIG
Sefiorelleid  BOlIIglsd  Jeld S I
QBB BT, SRy elmul Caamugul e
BlodHd LILHIG6T Qelbhd@ olbjaen FHuims
BeLev auICauBenLl CUBMIS ClsTBHHSH60.
HOBG ~ HmLHSH  eamuilent  Funs
LWeTUBSHSHS OdTewi eroauulm JTémed

SBHHBHD LIS FBLLIT6T BlgLienLl
CETBSHBBHST].

TDLISHD WEad Camrbelwrs  bHYHH
albd  MeveITWIT  HBOUTH  HeiTenlenL Wi
LML HaUJFHHE orBpld e TewTBeenTiy.
A&l TFBTHmN CRIGHMTH HOUTHHIGTETHI.
FPS BUENEVH S 6ITHIH61T 60 BT
AmBGHID  Weveuguwt  gTlMes  DlgHHIg
LDBLILILBIG6T  LISTOUMSHUID QIS EHLIOTHE
CsremiBeiTonTy. FSLUSHHD °alsv6vfl  61g
T gemlelr  Smply  eflipraled  LMIGHEBM®
MeTWIT JTBMes Hevdadevmen 2 el ullsd
LRIBaB® DimeTeUenIUD &HeUTHE HHSHT]T.

AQbH  Heweouled flLd 2 MBEHHS
Q®m Oufw umeleyl BLFSHHID DieLevSHI
OpeefibdHul  BIgHMmLET  FTUIL  PenF
GT6OIMBTEL g wWm@Lenr et Gpeitea
SIQUULLIL G BGHSSI-

JHBEG  Wevaugwr  grCxmed  @emenl
HoNLIg allegul o L6 Igeiien] FTiiL yens
o160 GWIULIL(BETTENTT.  SiUHEDLU YT
BlemBGauBILDT 61601 OUITDISH S HHHISHTET
umyébes  Galewr(BLD.

| #168) a6r0dl0t 16 Bro®n

& SHTHHT UL @  (PUOEHLOWITE
BOEFFME  HVbHSH  CUTIpHICUTEG

LLLDTH 2 (HoUTa 2_61TeNdHTe0, LILID UTjdhdd
FHenJWIBIABE QIMHUITHT IUIBI GHeIBIGF
FfHHON B MTelwTasF  ClF606060MID 6163
bYmS SHibs HOag dnapujsienTy.
ST HTHBID, 6THTLODBUITET & ([HHHIHE,
(PSTEDIBEL L6 (LJeust 6Te0 LILGHH60 61HS
0 BLHHd  CBGLEVSET  BHSSTHI,
6TEHIMID  DIQUT  FnnSlearT.

Gammbur@sv  L160iberd  HWITFILILIED,  Hlgend
BJHF FOIad HMHUNGT BTLSWITS (LPpSHaw
UTHSIHHl60 BRHHBSGD 16 STHSTUL LD
B 1560 Geueilwmralmal.

OFsiemeuisyd  HeWLOUBB LI HA6T  Rena
Oeueui B eliprellsd GuAwl Sisha &6res,
QAuIGB@GHBI FORILID HmHmld BBl L HID,
QBHBG (PeitenTed RHICLITEIB @ HMHENUISH
Bal’ L&) 60en6euBiL. BbsLI LTS & TID

BSGH @HH QUmT el CuirdlsH8s5em.
QbeHDH HENHEHBHENHHIT6V THBJBM6NH
HOTUIRGSSHBESHN WS  1pigujion?
6160113 HWHSB(LPLD OIGIE SIHEM60
QUGB  @eId SWTFiumeny  eleguiulb
2L HOBBIbSH6].

16 SH1HHT  ULSHed  @bH  Hewfliy
umns) GuaLL ailevensv. BHMEHMUIG
CBHTLIUUBSSHID elemsuled Bba)  dlewilliL]
QM 2 _SHMIENIOTHS  MSBUTETLILIL (6.

Quewider  1HMemr  Aewilliy  LBPSHSHTeDT
GualiLL_(BeiTengl.

SIH  ehBOTHAWTE  Sewili  sT6TLIMS
[ENEN () Fapslefl_LTe0 UL $m&Hd
SHTEIDGLITSH SIF VI6IT6T Foumyluib
GOSN,  oiGemed, GBfled L SHensLl
uUtisE  OBfbHOSETTEHRIGBENT. L &HI60
Fnllsee)] BHMHHE GFmebsv wpuwiid

CFUIHIGTGENMTID.. UMV, DB SINSle)NTUITS
AHEBHTH. @AFH ULSHMHSH UTTHSDEUTSH
THBTHEHEGI  Ufud.  Sewngliune  Sbd
ULID  oemenalhb@G  Lgb@d, 616yl
smflusiiony Sigd aGrad.

TG SHTHSHT ULSHH6L 6lbeTord  LITONOH],
Craumpiadei, Teibdly elegul, 2 6uL L6
BIQHEHIGTENENT.  GIOH  GWTT  QUIbBHHIH0
o meumdlulelien UL $HHBE@ Feir GFmedLmedr
G MFLIENLDS HIGTTOTTT.
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ool &l Cumeiiewl  HWLLIgH@GWL  (wewp
&I@I@L@L&Lﬂ&mm Al YBE& ADPHGLD (LB
BB DSHET UTOTBBI FBLILIBET ..

g THD  CuenTenflda@  (WsT B GleueiTerildalpsno

augeul &l GhreiLTe:  senl LgssliBamal.
RbdH BIeMed eMyHid Qb LDHT6VL GHLolenU

QIO L T6D 16 QUMD OF60RIMIBETHLD
HOLHGLD 616G &HBD.  61hH QM
LIGDTIQ 6008585 (& LD QAL 19BE LD Q0
aern BeHGL oipmar Csfibal |
Camemi  eufurBsemen  GFiud S
Gurgsl W  Usvewemud  Gup

. . 5 b
WU , S sugeol &Il elysd {
BHML_LILNG & SHHBHIT60T 6UJ6VMBENM &

RQbp UFeled DMlHH  OBmeiTeTeVTID 4
GUT(HBISHENT. .

aIyeul aildl CrTet et auysOTml

Qgemymenlyr CxpaHadlsd  LHTFIT
66N OIFFe  WHeD  [H6V6V
wemBuilsd o' &l QFuiml UbSTT
ST LosnsaTe] SHF b flebamT
BHMTON[HBE CJBMOUTTES A6THIE 6T
.SONTHEHBEG FWmoT 6603 GlLiewr
GYbmd  BBHdB Sl
BFHIf T
Q&FuIWIMDeD 2 _6WIel[HHSH LOTL L],

Qe UTIHs el &d  Cxhal

werd  Gefifbal g  Geusitall  Hreriled

QILIBHTE  HIDBIHES LIRS — DTFNUHE — IHESIMBT].
SBUTEH  BFHFHflbaT 2 sweufibadl (B HIDLLEVSHMS

dBHBH MAUHHIG BTN [HEHSMT].
SBG lbH GIDRIG  HTow  apGamm  Geumslens,
UTé@, GRIGLOD, EhaeiT BUTEIB  omIG6l  GUITHL BemerT
CarheaaBTg BUTEH 60l &HIOBH B elemhIGID 60L&l
Capalluietr oieuHTy HremTenr el 15 61l euuipry Friil B
SHTDLLEVID QBmBLUTUI 6T Gl ammy. eIBUT&ID GamLiD
SDIMLUITEH  HFHIHflebaT Seiml  CHTUSHBIL 65T [
wn@ym Femassnfl slenb@ LbHd Cameodmmuim  sier
SIETEDRNDUI  HTeHH 60 Dlgdhal lBamry. 2 1 Cer
Sieiemer BB BHHSH  OQeuefGwnl  elBamr.
A SILBUTHI imIE Fwmom  eIHSIBIT.
y- ovaall CHalul b SHrmissl Wiy eren LiswlGeur®
&IL Cal BB DUHBG DTN 2 601 HTUIHEG
J, oL&0CHelEE  eeleuTyl  Lyemeg  Gauiw
\\.i._. CouemiBD 6160 FaB  AUBCHET UMD  DIGU6IT
GTEIIENEN  BIMHEHD  DlgHdHl D HHI
ol Lmed .2 1L GBr  edwmor  iHDH
A7 U 6laNGE  SHBBIs  OBTBmISET
" slonds FaBIBBIT . DIHENEIUID  LLeNRIEMU
BBBIE OCBHTHEBBTT AW (LPHO P
Iwmor  eWIBGEHTHBID  Lenmenul  FBlirs
QFWIH  QUbBSHTT  .UETED  DTFeneulTlesr
QF6v6llD GHemMHH OBTEmICL  AIbHH! LN
QFIHH6eT  LeveriTes  FAwmorelBd@ — HsL6v
BHENTOUET BemL_HBHINL LT .

UHTFT  OBBID SFHAFHST [HIL DL

Al (B SIIHHILLB ST (HHEH6T ITDbHS]

QUMHA ST . QHewer S  edluimiom

QM UTenenuiled OLITET HTSHBENET  6)ULOMIS
DmEH  MAHH  LIDIpSHHIS  QBTeTEHLOTBI
DHMGH  HFHHfBHT BT LD  Hfluns

FnBISBIT.
wielBSBaHI. QHmen SHewil aduimorelB@ AIGLITHISHT6T

Ufl@mal Sieiienmul Sleld ebdH SLomIGEed GlLiewr séTeL i
SHTUI HT60T 6160 Heol SHTUIL LD FnBIBPMIT. SHoUDB 2601 HdH
HFhHRHHT  LYemmuler  oleursHmad  ABHEH  DeUHLD
WemBLiLy  OQFIw  OHTLRIGSHMIT. iHe LisT  sHemrels
Wemi(bo (g FHlg Osmeradpmy. RaiGeu eurevl &l alysd
2 (HEUTEN SHENSHWITEGHLD.

allJ&ID B L9 ELD olis] oY) V=TT @piedrL]
SOLUTQNIUSBE (W1 2 LeuTFld SHLULSI Sieudm@GLD.
(PIQUITHAITHET  LIT6D, LD  61(hHHIH Obmeiensord. Rbs
WG  uFeIl &Ll elFHID  YHewl MG 161D (6F55%:3)
GeeiTerd&lLpemLD SO HHLILBBBS). (P9 SHEUTH6NT
HVFID MeNGHH! L0y GlFululeomid.

HVFHHI0 SIMDL| ,C6u 1986, 6J6VHBMTUI, BHBLLTID, SHiend,
SIVILOFEMF, @H HUTUI [BT6WILID, ©b&H (HUTUI  [HTEwILILD
LBIDBIE  0EhF6eT  BuinBens walhdl LIBE& ieHen 6losv
TRNEN6VE6T MAIHEHI DEhFeT HL el CHBIBTENUI NeISHSBI
CapmidBmuIh@ FhaHad GUTL B meldhsmIb0sTsTen Galsmi(BLD.
OpRUIBAIGHSWIDTES LITed LTTFLD ,Cunhissy CuTem @6l
AUENBHMEN  MAUHSHI BTV FilfldE 2 flul  1obHETmhiGemer
il ey OFuiw Geuei(Bld. LIBE LomIGeL GQLITHL &Hener
SHTDLLEVHEHD  meNHH!  FHiDmIH  OLITIBEHDHE — cILPHIG
Gouemt(BLD.

LI6L6OT 6T

augeul_&ildl ellFHID GLoBOIGTERIL 6D 16 elend OlF60AIMIGBEN6ITULD
QuBmI wasmevl alulen imei 6IICLITHIG &l 1960 BY(HEE D

QUETIBEDHHEG  HIbd  FHIDHIG  QIJID S HGLD.
SHHLOGWIOTHTSH — OLITIBEHDHE [HEV6V  QUIET  &lenl dhELD.
GBUUTS  eugeol &HIfl  ewey OFuiud  eibBsen  eriGuTgD
Qgever QFNIL Bemmbdh SSmoserien opf  UflyFeniors
RHBGSLID 6T63ILIGI BIDLNHMBWITGHID. 2361610

DT (hF SFMeviHnSH L (B aIT&F60le0 OHeMILILIG]I 6J60l... DIFH60 LITFLDLIIUILD 61601601

AlILB eurtgeded M. B grewid OHeMd@d  LMFDLFuID
QbHwraled  LGm  FepsSld  BEBID  LHHIG6TL
BHTEVHMEVIDTS  S(HHH IHBBEH. .G eurgedsd LgHieler
FmemsHemd OHeflliLgl eremig LsOGamI HEOTFFMY  LOBBID
urguflul BOLGEmBHaT60 @B ELD.

Lo (B FT600T 360 21,6019 -6mL0& Bl sy
(WObUEN DIH2_FLOIQEMUIL ) @ 60IMHIG6IT 2_6iT61T6M, Qs
FHLpeVleVIeTTen S ellenenaldadanigul &S mLaamen DPdbs
2 sa|@Bal. BTD Ceuefu emBs QFamBTIaID, DHCH alag
SIEIBH6N6T Heienld Lol SBISBE. DiH! BID LITHBIGH6T60
UL &L 63T, Bogl 2 L6060 OHmmml Osmeiaslenseor.

@Henme0, OTL(BF  FTWHMSH I Ig60  GILOIDGHUSHT6D,
Geuellulelmbal UMD, HOUBTR 2 WITe|H6IM6  [HEhF eI
SILHHLILBHSTBSI 61601 IBITLD APHTENSHLITH6TT60
BLOLSMSLTS QHHSH UGSBH. GELUTS, RbHswmelsr
fev  Symoliypriseisd  CoumeBil @@ DL (LPHBUITS
@SWID Fnl BB BSI.

Qbs sryemmiseienmey, TG gFrewbd OCHelldHHs0 @
QUGSLONEN  BENL (POBUTSSI LS. @SBGLU  LlsTaumo
STJENIHIB6T 2_6iT6Nen, EHH HemL (Wewm LismLBBLILIGeISBEST6
flov BMTewIhIGeT QBICH LITTHSH6UMID.

aHH BRI ELE FT6wILD BUIBEn S LITE
GHHBFUUTNITHS HMHBLILGHBSH. Rl Umdlefluir eTglFli]
LIG0TLB6emeNTds  QBmemnhLLSTS  BIOUIUGSBEH, BH @
QuBms SEUETHalwrs uTFasUUGSBSH. il (B aurFedsn
OHeMUILBET  psvld, SLILUGHDW  SHSLILBHSHIUBIL 6T,
SHG alwenalb@ld SmssT BBID UFHomen HBHS
2SI BH.

10 (PHEWSHIAID : BbSH WHHHEV, LU QB LD

ol6VmIBTHD SHHBLILIBSBEHI, COID DiH6T FTewid
SHITUIEDLOUITETHTEHELD, LOMBIGBETHJLOTEISHTEHELD
HHBHUILGIMSH. FLHIGSHT WLBBID il B

Ll BTGB EHHHTS LGN FTenidhendLll
LIWLGTLI(BSH SIS ULDESBIOTS O\ T6uTIg (H a5 6aN360T].
FBBIFFHLD60 HEITEDIDSHET : LIgiedl6or

GUIGOIFTENILD LDSGHD HETENLOU|EHL UG LOBHILD
FBBIFGIPNIBES 2 BhDH. BB GyFTUIeT
SmpTdelssT wBpID LFS alflgsendd
QUIBENSWITET OBBID [Hlen6OWITe OTBHI GLITHETTES
LTTSSLILGABSI. DiHl OB E6060MLO6D  LI(HEUHI6N60
LOTBBHHBGSID, BlevdHdHlen LFenwl LFTLLSBELD
2_Ho|BBSHI.

urrouflul DL (LPENMBEEIT QbsH  HOL (OB
QUIEHDLITEVILD FHEm6V(LPNBHET auLfluITES LT6TLIMAS 6)(HEGImB6T.
A& APHTEMSHWITH6N 60T QUTLDDHMS (LPEDMBEHETHL_6ITEN GIFHTL J6nLI
rgduelsaBa  oBBID SHTUIHD  BHBID  HCITHHUISHmSH
ugToflée@ld  SuiBma  WBHID  LTFDUFlUL  (LPenN3EThEaHT6
wflwrensuwineg Seimid UTThalLBaBES!.

2 oM L6 i greod  FphH  SBUIBMS
2 JUIGL. B BvdHdlen aenbms Hsflbs 2 sasBs
BRI UUITHemen HCITHAUWIOTS QIeNTHES dnlgul  SHETENLD
2 LW D, I (H FTE0ID eNBHLITEI6H, LIT6rOLITer, LOBHILD
QumrlLrduwib  Gumeiii  esOlIGUTHL BemenT QB TewTIBETENSI,
Rl LWlgHeien aIeHMmS ANHNBFHH 2 HadBEI.

QbsH HEDL(LPENM FooHdH G SIFTHTJE0ILOTEHG
CapmalleTavld,  @SIUTBIer  FTOVSIHIGET  HTewILHsH
SHHBHINMIGBET  OQUITUIULIE60. GILOTEHSHHSH60, LML (B FTenrd g6
LiwesTLIT(® FBBIF T, LDV ELD, CITHB UGS BELD
HEIIENLDOFUILISIIQUISTEHALD, LTFDLFWSHMS SHeDL L9 @D
ABHIOTHOD 2 6IT6NG.
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SHAH RUKH KHAN "PUSHES OLD MAN’ AT
LOCARNO FILM FESTIVAL RED CARPET.

uperstar Shah Rukh Khan has
Sadded a new feather in his cap.

On Saturday, SRK became the
first Indian to receive the prestigious
Pardo alla Carriera award at the
Locarno Film Festival. The actor’s
acceptance speech and dapper
appearance were the talk of the town.
However, a brief red-carpet moment
has ignited a social media storm.
A video clip surfaced on X (formerly
Twitter) showing Shah  Rukh
apparently “pushing” a person to
clear space for a solo photo. Netizens
quickly condemned the actor’s
behaviour, labeling it as “arrogant”
and “rude” One tweet read, “He
pushed that old man!!! Shame on

you, Shah Rukh Khan,” while others
accused him of arrogance and
rudeness. Some fans said King Khan

was in a fun mood and he didn’t
seriously push the man in question.

After the video was widely shared :
on social media, fans rushed to the :

actor’s defence, claiming the man in
question was a longtime friend and
the interaction was playful.

“King (Shah Rukh) having fun i

times,” read a comment while
another said, “Yes. That guy is his
old friend” A fan wrote, “That’s one

of his old friends. Now try spreading :

negativity lol” The debate continues
to rage on social media.

JOHN ABRAHAM RECALLS HIS MOTHER WOULD BEAT
HIM WITH A BROOM, WOULD FAINT WHEN THEY
WOULDN'T BEHAVE: “VOH BEHOSH HO JATI THI’

ohn Abraham is an action star on

screen but as a child, he had to be

at the receiving end of some desi
action in his house. The actor, who is
currently promoting his latest release
Vedaa, shared that he was a naughty
child who would get thrashed by his
mother with a broom. On the Aapka
Apna Zakir show, John laughed as
he reminisced this memory from his
childhood.

When asked if he was ever hit by his
mother during his childhood, John
shared, “Mummy ne boht maara
mujhe, jhaadu ke sath. Kyunki
bachpan mein hum log, jab 6-7 saal
ke the, main aur mera bhai chaddi
aur baniyan mein bhaagte the aur
mummy jhaadoo ke sath aake maarti
thi (My mom has beaten me a lot
with a broom. Because during my
childhood, when I was 6-7 years
old, me and my brother would run
around in our shorts and mother

would run behind us with a broom)?”

John shared that if he and his brother
did not improve, his mother would

faint, perhaps pretend to faint, so the :
kids could behave nicely. “Aur fir jab
hum improve nahi hote the toh voh

behosh ho jati thi, toh hum jaake

paani leke mummy ke upar ‘mummy |
mummy get up get up’ aise daalte the. :
Toh boht hi naughty bache the hum

dono (When we wouldn’t behave,

she would faint and we would get !
water and sprinkle it on her face and

say ‘mummy, get up. So we were very
naughty.),” he recalled.

John Abraham recently celebrated
the success of his latest film Vedaa :

which released alongside Khel Khel

Mein and Stree 2. After being in the :
theatres for six days, Vedaa has only : §
managed to make a little over Rs :

16 crore. John will next be seen in
Tehran.
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KHEL KHEL MEIN BOX OFFICE
. COLLECTION DAY 6: AKSHAY KUMAR-

. TO REACH RS 20 CRORE MARK

: hel Khel Mein box office collection day 6: Even
B after six days of release, the Akshay Kumar-
starrer Khel Khel Mein is yet to reach the Rs 20
i crore mark, a figure that the actor’s films would often
achieve in a day or two. According to early estimates
by industry tracker, Sacnilk, the comedy film earned
Rs 1.1 crore on its first Tuesday, taking its six-day total
i toRs 17.15 crore.
i Directed by Mudassar Aziz, Khel Khel Mein witnessed
a steep drop in footfalls with an overall occupancy of
just Rs 18.43% on Tuesday. The film had 288 shows in
i National Capital Region (NCR), followed by 212 shows
i in Mumbai and 189 shows in Ahmedabad. Other
regions such as Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Pune
i and Chennai had shows between 14 to 75. Despite
i more number of shows in Mumbai and NCR, Khel
Khel Mein witnessed an occupancy of just 24.75% and
20.75%, respectively. On its first day, Khel Khel Mein
had over 350 shows in Mumbai and over 420 shows in
i Delhi.
i Khel Khel Mein marks Akshay’s third release of the
year; all three have also been box office flops. The
actor’s previous releases, Bade Miyan Chote Miyan
and Sarfira, tanked at the box office. While Bade
Miyan Chote Miyan’s lifetime collection stands at Rs
65.15 crore, according to Sacnilk, Sarfira’s worldwide
collection is just Rs 33.91 crore. The films were

STARRER LEAKS THEATRES, STRUGGLES

BOLLYWOOD

reportedly made on a budget of Rs 350 crore and Rs 80-
100 crore, respectively. Khel Khel Mein is speculated to
have been made on a budget of Rs 100 crore.
Meanwhile, other Independence Day releases such
as Vedaa starring John Abrahamand Sharvari Wagh,
earned Rs 60 lakh on Tuesday, taking its total to Rs 16.1
crore. Rajkummar Rao and Shraddha Kapoor’s Stree
2, on the other hand, earned Rs 25 crore on its first
Tuesday, standing at Rs 254.55 crore. Akshay Kumar
has a cameo in Dinesh Vijan’s horror-comedy.

Khel Khel Mein, also stars Vaani Kapoor, Taapsee
Pannu, Aditya Seal, Fardeen Khan, and Ammy Virk in
the lead roles.

: irat Kohli has appeared in many ads but fans
\ / of the cricketer have never seen him in an
: acting role and in a recent interview, popular
casting director Mukesh Chhabra said that while Virat
i is a fantastic actor, he should never join films. When
i the interviewer suggested that he might do so after his
i cricket career, Mukesh said that the cricketer should
stay away from films even then.

Mukesh explained the reason behind his thoughts and
i shared with Ranveer Allahbadia, “He is already a great
i actor. He is from Delhi, he is a Punjabi. He has seen
that life. He has handled success so beautifully. He has
maintained himself on every level, competition, looks,

VIRAT KOHLI IS A ‘GREAT ACTOR’ BUT HE ‘SHOULD NOT JOIN FILMS’, SAYS
CASTING DIRECTOR MUKESH CHHABRA: “NOT EVEN AFTER RETIRING’

fitness, mentally. He is a fan of Chole Bhature, he is a
great guy”

DID ABHISHEK BAGHCHAN CONFIRM DIVORCE WITH WIFE AISHWARYA RAI
BﬂGHGHﬂN IN VIRAL VIDEO? KNOW THE TRUTH.

bhishek Bachchan and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan are currently in
Athe news due to the ongoing rumours of divorce. Fans are quite
! concerned about the authenticity of their separation news. Amid
B all this chaos, an old video of the couple is going viral on social media and
fans are shocked with it. The news of an alleged rift between Abhishek and
i Aishwarya has been going on for a long time now. Netizens even noticed

) Radhika Merchant's wedding, while the entire Bachchan family came
* together. Soon, news about their divorce spread like wildfire. Now, another
V1deo is going V1ra1 in which Abhishek Bachchan is spotted confirming his

FAHMAAN KHAN FINALLY BREAKS SILENCE UN DATING RUMOURS WITH MERE
DAD Ki DULHAN CO-STAR SHWETA TIWARI: 'l HAD MET HER DURING..

ahmaan Khan enjoys a great fan following. The handsome hunk
F always draws attention of the fans. When he was a part of Imlie, his

connection with Sumbul Tougeer Khan kept him in the news. While
they were just good friends, fans could not get over the chemistry that
they shared. He also entered the Bigg Boss to show her his support. But
before Imlie, Fahmaan Khan played a pivotal role in Mere Dad Ki Dulhan.
He shared the screen space with Shweta Tiwari in this show. There were
rumours that Fahmaan and Shweta are a couple. Finally, the actor has
broken his silence over the same.
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STUFFED ZUGGHINI

D ress up roasted zucchini with this playful, comforting recipe. The hearty sausage filling is made with zucchini,

CeylonUK
HEAVEN'S RECIPE

cherry tomatoes and fresh basil, for a burst of summery flavor no matter the time of year. Bread crumbs add
; crunch to the top of each zucchini and also help absorb any moisture released during roasting. Use whatever
71 kind of sausage you like, just note that you may need to use additional olive oil if using chicken sausage. While this
= % may not be a recipe for busy weeknights, none of the steps is difficult, and it feeds a crowd. The zucchini can also be
BN - fp‘lly“jﬁﬁﬁiblgd‘ghours in advance and baked before serving. For smaller gatherings, this recipe halves beautifully.

sel] BN G N o S SER - INGREDIENTS

<=7

P> - -

Yield:6 to 8 servings
3large (12- to 14-ounce) or 4 medium (10- to 12-ounce) zucchini
' 3tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, plus more as needed
1pound sweet Italian pork or chicken sausage, casings removed
1%cups chopped yellow onion (from 1 medium onion)
1pint cherry or grape tomatoes, quartered
3garlic cloves, minced
Yiteaspoon crushed red pepper

Salt and black pepper
~ 1tablespoon red wine vinegar
Yscup fresh basil leaves, chopped, plus more for serving
2tablespoons tomato paste
%cup panko bread crumbs, divided
%cup grated Parmesan, divided

. -~ Step6 ~ N

- ~Meanwhile, drizzle the zucchini halves all over with olive oil and
; sprinkle with salt and pepper.

W Sepie

Step 1
. Add ¥ cup panko and % cup Parmesan to the sausage mixture and

Heat the oven to 425 degreés and line a sheet pan with aluminum
foil.

Step 2

Cut the zucchini in half lengthwise. Scoop out and discard the
seeds, then scoop out some of the zucchini flesh, leaving a Y4-inch
border around the edges of each half. Arrange the zucchini halves
in a single layer on the prepared pan and set aside. Roughly chop
the zucchini flesh, then place in a paper towel or dish towel and
squeeze to remove as much water as you can. Set aside.

Step 3

In a large (12-inch) skillet, heat the olive oil over medium. Add the
sausage and cook, crumbling the meat with a wooden spoon, until
browned, 4 to 6 minutes. Using a

slotted spoon, transfer the sausage to a plate.

Step 4

Add the onion and cook over medium-low, stirring occasionally,
until translucent, 6 to 8 minutes. (If the pan looks dry at any point,
add a splash of olive oil.) Add the reserved zucchini flesh, the
tomatoes, garlic, red pepper and 1 teaspoon salt and cook, stirring
often, until the tomatoes have released their juices and most of
the liquid in the pan has evaporated, 8 to 10 minutes. Add the red
wine vinegar and cook for 1 minute, scraping any browned bits
from the bottom of the pan.

Step 5

Return the sausage to the pan and add the basil. Stir in the tomato
paste and cook for 1 to 2 minutes, until incorporated. Set sausage
mixture aside to cool slightly.

stir. Spoon into the zucchini halves, heaping the filling if necessary.
Step 8

In a small bowl, combine the remaining panko and Parmesan with
1 tablespoon olive oil, tossing to coat. Sprinkle the bread crumb
mixture evenly over the stuffed zucchini.

Step 9

Bake 25 to 30 minutes, until the bread crumbs are golden brown
and the filling is bubbling at the edges. If the breadcrumbs begin
browning too much, tent loosely with foil. Cool for at least 10
minutes, then sprinkle with more basil and serve.

INGREDIENTS

Yield:4 servings

8tablespoons olive oil

Yacup pine nuts or sliced almonds

lateaspoon ground turmeric

Salt and pepper

3large shallots, sliced thinly (about 2 cups)

5garlic cloves, sliced thinly

2(15.5-ounce) cans cannellini beans or other creamy
white beans, drained

1cup vegetable or chicken stock

Icup finely grated Parmesan (about 4 ounces), plus
more for serving

1%cups tightly packed basil leaves, preferably Genovese
1lemon, cut into wedges, for serving

PESTO BEANS

art quick and rustic bean stew and part
Pdeconstructed pesto, this pesto-inspired one-
pan meal requires no blender and minimal
slicing. It all starts out by sizzling nuts with a little
turmeric in olive oil until golden. The Parmesan
cheese makes a creamy base for softened shallots
and tender beans; then freshly torn basil leaves
and lemon juice are stirred in at the end so
they stay vibrant and fresh. Top with the
beautifully toasted nuts, golden olive oil
and a bit more Parmesan. Serve with crusty
bread or garlic bread on the side.

Step 1 Step 2 the cheese has melted into the broth and

Heat 6 tablespoons of the
olive oil over medium-low
in a 12-inch skillet or small
Dutch oven. Add the pine
nuts and, when the oil starts
sizzling, stir occasionally until
golden brown, about 5 minutes;
turn off heat. Stir in the turmeric
and season lightly with salt and
pepper. Transfer to a small serving bowl.

Heat the remaining 2 tablespoons of olive
oil over medium-high in the same skillet.
When warm, add the shallots and a pinch
of salt. Cook, stirring until just softened,
about 3 minutes. Stir in the garlic, and
when sizzling (about 1 minute), stir in
the beans and stock. Bring to a simmer
then turn heat down to low.

Step 3

In a few additions, sprinkle in the cheese,
stirring vigorously to combine. When

the mixture looks creamy, season to taste
with salt and then turn off the heat. While
the beans are still hot, tear the basil leaves
(or roughly chop, if you prefer) and stir
into the beans.

Step 4

Serve hot, in bowls or on plates, drizzled
with the sizzled nut oil, a squeeze of
lemon juice and more black pepper and
grated Parmesan, if desired.
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HOW FIREFLY
GOT HIS LIGHT

ong ago, there was no such thing as nighttime.

Sun and Moon were the best of friends and they never left the
sky.
Moon looked after the quiet oceans, and Sun shone brightly over
all the land.
Elephant lived on the plains.
The sunlight made his skin very hot.
He tried to cool off in a mud bath, but Sun dried it up.

v

HOW FIREFLY
GOT HIS LIGHT

He tried fanning himself, but his ears got tired.

One day he called out to Sun, “You dry the ground and burn my
feet! I cannot stand this awful heat!”

But Sun did not listen, and Moon did not say a word.

Owl lived in a tall tree in the forest.

She could not hunt in the sunlight.

She tried to catch Mouse for dinner, but Mouse saw her coming
and ran away.

She tried eating berries instead, but they did not fill her up.

One day she called out to Sun, “Mouse can see me in the light, I
cannot hunt with you so bright!”

But Sun did not listen, and Moon did not say a word.

{| Baby Turtle hatched on the beach by the ocean.

To reach the sea, he needed the tides to pull him in.

He tried to swim out, but the waves pushed him back on shore.
He waited for the tides to come, but they never did.

One day he called out to Moon, “I need the tides to reach the seas,
I beg of you to bring them please!”

Moon heard the animals and she asked Sun if there was a way they
could help them.

Sun cared deeply for Moon and he agreed. Together they came up
with a plan.

Sun called down to all the animals.

“For the sake of Elephant, Owl and Baby Turtle, Moon and I have
decided to share

the sky. When I rise, Moon will set and leave the sky bright. When
Moon rises, I will set and leave the sky dark.

"Moon will bring the tides each day as she travels through the sky
and it will be cool and dark." Sun continued. "And when I rise, I
will once again make the sky bright..."

But we need one of you tell us when it is time for us to switch.”
“It cannot be me,” said Elephant, “for I am forgetful”

And this was a lie.

“It cannot be me,” said Owl,” “for I cannot be trusted.”

And this was the truth.

== ,\:-n “It cannot be me,” said Baby Turtle, “for I am just a baby”

And this could not be argued.

One by one, the animals declined except for Dullfly, who was
resting in the shade of a banana leaf.

Sun shone his great heat on Dullfly and spoke to him a booming
voice. “Dullfly, this is Sun! Do you hear me?”

“From now on, you will tell me when it is time for me to set, and
we will call it dusk. And you will tell Moon when it is time for her
to set, and we will call it dawn.”

“I cannot!” Dullfly said, frightened by Sun’s loud command. “I am
® too small for you to see!”

Sun exhaled and shot a burst of light straight into Dullfly’s body,
making it glow brightly.

“There. From now on you will be known as Firefly, and you will
flash your light to send us a signal,” said Sun. And from that day
forth, Firefly did just that.

So, if you happen to catch Firefly at dawn or dusk, you must be
sure to let him go, because it is he who decides when Moon brings
the tides, and when Sun rises and sets.
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GHAMARI ATHAPATHTHU SIGNS TH
REE-YEAR DEAL WITH SYI]NEY THUIII]EH

Athapaththu’s services for the next three seasons via a
pre-draft signing ahead WBBL 2024-25, which is set to
begin on October 27.
Athapaththu, who played for Thunder last season as an
undrafted player, filled the fourth overseas slot on their roster.
She finished the season with a Player-of-the-Tournament
performance in Thunder’s fourth-place finish, scoring 552
runs at 42.46 and taking nine wickets.
“Committing to Sydney Thunder for the next three seasons

ydney Thunder have secured Sri Lanka captain Chamari

AUGUST ISSUE 2024
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was an easy decision because I believe in the vision of this
club, and T want to be part of its future success,” Athapaththu
said.

“There’s so much to love about my Sydney Thunder family.
My team-mates are not just colleagues; they are friends
who push each other to be better every day, [which] is
important to me. Western Sydney is the heart and soul

of Sydney Thunder and representing such a diverse and .

vibrant community is a privilege to have. It's been an
incredible journey so far, and I'm so excited for what’s ahead.

Unlike in previous seasons where overseas players in the
WBBL were contracted on a one-year basis, Athapaththu has
signed under the league’s new multi-year contract provision.
It allows each club to sign one overseas player for up to three
years outside of the draft, which will take place on
September 1

“Chamari is obviously an exceptional cricket player, but she
is also an exceptional human being who is team first and fan
first,” Sydney Thunder general manager Trent Copeland said.

CeylonUK

v\ \'\_

“We know other teams were interested
in signing her, but we made every effort
to ensure she came back. To see the way she
] embraced and engaged with our members
# and fans last summer was something pretty
special and on the field she had one of the
WBBLs great seasons.”

Athapaththu has had stints in the WBBL
previously with Melbourne Renegades and Perth Scorchers.
Last season, after not being selected in the draft, she was
added to the Thunder squad as cover for their three overseas
players. Thunder open their 2024-25 campaign against Hobart
Hurricanes on October 28.

Sydney Thunder updated squad Chamari Athapaththu,
Samantha Bates, Hannah Darlington, Saskia Horley, Anika
Learoyd, Phoebe Litchfield, Claire Moore, Taneale Peschel,
Georgia Voll, Tahlia Wilson

Ceylon Today

SPORTS MINISTRY REFUSES FUNDING Fﬂﬂ SBI LANKA JUNIOR ATHLETICS TEAM

Junior Athletics team for the World Athletics Junior

Championship to be held in Lima, Peru, from August
27 to 31.
Sri Lanka Athletics finalized qualifications last month from
the Junior Nationals and sent an initial list of qualified
athletes. They also sent another letter on August 1 requesting
funds. However, with just ten days to go for the competition,
the Sports Ministry stated in writing yesterday that they aren’t
able to fund the tour and asked SLA to find their own funding.

The Sports Ministry has refused to fund the Sri Lanka

The Sports Ministry usually funds airfare and accommodation
for the team for all major athletics competitions (junior and
senior), which is taken into account when the government
makes budgetary allocations for the Sports Ministry.

As Ceylon Today understands, SLA has been extra careful
after unpleasant incidents during the last World Junior
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Championship in 2022 held in Colombia, where visa delays
caused chaos with athletes missing events and sleeping on
Torrington Square overnight in protest of the organizing
mishaps of the tour, which created havoc in the media.

recent Sri Lanka-India series made the mistake of not

taking the game to a Super Over as per the ICC’s playing
conditions.
ESPNcricinfo has learned that the on-field umpires Joel Wilson
and Raveendra Wimalasiri, along with the match referee Ranjan
Madugalle, TV umpire Paul Reiffel and fourth umpire Ruchira
Palliyaguruge, internally acknowledged having misinterpreted
the ODI playing conditions, which state in case of a tie teams
will contest a Super Over to procure a result. While in this case

The match officials involved in the tied first ODI of the

there was some confusion over whether the Memorandum of

Understanding between SLC and the BCCI for this tour allowed
for a Super Over to be played, it has since become clear that
all ODIs that end in ties will feature a Super Over, time and
conditions permitting.

While the umpires brushed off the bails to signal the end of the
match after the tie, neither team enquired about the absence of
the Super Over, with the players shaking hands immediately.
Questions, though, quickly started to pile up on social media.
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This time, with another Latin American country hosting the
event, visas have already been obtained, and the flight path
has been chosen to travel via Dubai and Sao Paulo to Lima
before the Ministry informed that they are unable to fund
the tour after sitting on the letter for two weeks.

The team is due to leave on Friday, the 23rd, leaving SLA with
only four working days (Monday being a public holiday) to
try and get the necessary funding and arrange air tickets to
Lima, which cost more than 1.5 million per head.

Sri Lanka is set to send a team of 13 athletes for the tour,
all of whom achieved the required qualifications on multiple
occasions, marking the highest number of athletes from Sri
Lanka who have achieved qualification standards.

Ceylon Today

The latest edition of the ODI playing conditions, released by the
ICC in December 2023, says this: “If the teams’ scores are equal
after both innings have been completed, then a Super Over shall
be played. If the Super Over is a tie, then unless exceptional
circumstances arise subsequent Super Overs shall be played until
there is a winner. Should it not be possible to play or to complete
the Super Overs needed to determine a winner, the match shall
be tied”

It is understood that Madugalle, Wilson and Wimalasiri did
not immediately discuss any specific reason behind not having
the Super Over. Following later discussions, though, the match
officials decided they would activate the Super Over in case there
was another tie in the remaining two ODIs of the three-match
series, which was eventually won by Sri Lanka 2-0.

In the match in question, India needed five runs from the final
three overs, with two wickets in hand, to chase down the target of
231. Shivam Dube managed a four, before India lost consecutive
wickets in the 48th over, delivered by the hosts’ newly appointed
captain Charith Asalanka, resulting in the tie.
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